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on the education E women. 
© Since his time, authors, more Tr 
or leſs celebrated base e n 
4 c. the 


5 * room for a treatiſe on ae 
© tion. But to ſupply 
A © the immediate 

© facts and  obſeryations, which may + 
| © ſerve as the elements of a didactie 
i * work, It will perhaps | 


2 


| 1 
. * n., a er ange 1 7 _ ow. 


* would Nr to align them.? 


After, * foregoing 5 . 
3 Thomas proceeds to tell us, that this 
75 _ Eflay muſt be b' 6 ani as part of a 
: Hiſtory of the Manners. Viewed in 
that light, it, is perhaps the maſt com 
plete performance hitherto, publiſhed 3 
and it is indiſputably the moſt ele- 
gant, and moſt philoſophical treatiſe, 

on the female mind and female cha- 
rater. But, notwithſtanding theſe, ex 
cebllencies, it appeared to the Editor 
to want a good deal more than tranſ- | 
lation to. make it ſatisfactory to the 
Engliſh reader, The ſentences. were 
often complicated, and the paragraphs 

tedious. It had none of thoſe larger® 
diviſions, which are ſo neceſſary to re- 
| Ex . lieve 


| Heve the mind, nor any of thoſe in- 


ferior ones, which are not leſs eſſen 3 - 


tial to the perſpicuity of reaſoning. 
He therefore in ſome meaſure decom- 
pounded it ; he ſplit the ſentences) broke 
the paragraphs, and divided the work 
into parts and ſections: he omitted ſome 
things “, and added others. What re- 
lates to the progreſs of ſociety in Britain 
is entirely new. In ſhort, he is an- 
ſwerable for the defects of the Effay, 
as it now appears; though he has not 
the vanity to claim its beauties. : Thoſe 
who are acquainted with the original, 
however, he doubts not will ge him 
credit for his labours. i 


N His omiltions conſiſt only of ſuch things as ſeemed 
foreign to the ſubject, and which can only intenen „ 
F renchman, and a lover of f eloge. | 


, 
DM 
AX, 
a 


CONTENT 


Pane, I Of the Women of Amiquity. 
IntroduQtion. 75 5 55 i Page 


ser. 1. of the ao and virtuous _ 
Actions of Women in 
general. BS: 


Of the Grecian Women. 19 
Of the Roman Women. 32 


Of the Effects of Chriſtianity 
on the Manners of Wo- 


tient 7 85 5 5 55 


Of the Women of modern Ie: 


N ations, 


Of the Inundation of the 5 


Barbarians, and the Ef- 
. 


194 
72 8 
* 1 


— Y * 6 2 © * © 0 
n 8 82 > 8 
N * 2 2 r * . 
N RRR 
N » 28 2 > 
1 "<q > N W 
* — * ol 
k 
2 x 
. 8 
* * 


O N T E N T "3 


; Ip mo mv} wow Y Ya * * Ercan 2 X A 3 * e N 4 * * K . | Rus „ "x 
* 1 „ a rene * a . ho HE = . * 4 , 4 A3. 1 TY 8 N 8 k "A 0 e 


fects of Chivalry on * 5 


$ #2 o „ o A 2 4 
11 314 + 42 
4 4 


" 5 , 
# „ 
7 1 


JECT, II. Of the Revival of Letters, 
*- = © = and the Learning of Wo- 


_ * 1 £ 6 * 0 . 
* . EY £ . 11 . * - £4 5 . , 4 : * 1 4 4 
$ 1 2 


III. Gf the Books written” in | 
* Honour of 
1 1 . on the Superiority of ys 

1 %%% ON ENTS” 
The Subject continued. 115 


* 


* y is R „ r - 


1 
1 
£ 
i 
5 


5 


—— 


” 


Ca ARACTER,. Max: 


» * 
1 4 v *. 


TH 1 * 4 
1887 HE l 


x T7 {5 5. * 2 fs Fr : 7 5 YT L4 8 


R O DU 


5 Fey — % rr os 44 15 2 A A Fa: 


F we take a furt 
countries, we will and the 

almoſt without exception- gat all times, 

and in all places, adored and oppreſſed. 


* 


Man, who has never neglected an op- 

rtunity of exertiag hig power, in pay- 
ing homage. to their 0 auty, has always 
availed- himfelf. of their weakneſs. He 
has been at once their tyrant and their | 
Dave, . | "70 

Vor. I. 55 Nature 
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Nature herſelf, in forming beings ſo 

ſuſceptible and: tender; appears to have 
been more attentive to their charms than 
their happineſs. Continually ſurrounded 
with griefs and fears, the women more 
than ſhare all our miſeries, and are be- 
ſides ſubjected to ills which are peculiarly 
thei own. They cannot be the means 
of ke without 4 poſing tKemſelves to - x 
the loſs of it. Every revolution which 
they undergo alters their. health, and 
| threatens their exiſtence. Cruel diſtem- 
pers attack their beauty and the hour 
which eenfirms their releaſe from-thoſey 
is perhaps the moſt melancholy of their 
lives. It robs them of the moſt eſſential, 
and, in ſome reſpects, the moſt endearing 
Thafäcterfftte of their ſex.” They 0 

then only hope for protection from te 
| humiliating claims of pity, or the feeble 


voice of ee ö | _ 
Sg HS + 77. adw mn! 


society, inter dee. their 
condition, is to them the Tource of new 
miſeries. More than one half 'of the 
globe is covered with ſavages; * and, 
; amony 
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amang.all.choſe people, omen are com- 
pletely wretched. . Man, in, 4, ſtate o 


barbarity, equally cruel and indolent, ac- 


tive by neceſſuy, but naturally inclined 
to repoſe, is acquainted with little more 
than the phyſical effects of love; and 
having none of thoſe, moral ideas, which, 
only can ſoſten the empire of force, he, 
1s; led 10 conſider 3 1 AS; his ſupreme law, 
ſubjecting to his deſpotiſm thoſe whom, 
reaſon had made. his equals, but whoſe, 
imbecillity betrayed then 4Q:MJs. Brengute 


od Nothing (fays profeſſor Millar, 


ſpeaking of the. women of-barbarous:na-: 
tions, ) can exceed the dependence and 
ſubjection in which they. arg kept, or 


: the toil and drudgery which they are 


* obliged to undergo. -The. huſband, 
< when he is not engaged in ſome war- 
like exerciſe, indulges himſelf in idle- 
© neſs, and devolves upon his wife the 
whole burden of his domeſtic affaigs. 
© He diſdains to aſſiſt her in any of thoſe 


© ſervile employments ; ſhe ſleeps in a 


8 ferent bed, Lak is. ſeldom Fe 
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„to have any converſation, er ecbrrefa 
3 ee wih An" ay view! 5 
In 8 en 

4 The women g the Indians "of 
America are what the helots were amon 
the Spartans, a vanquiſhed people obl 

to toil for their conquerors. - Hence 
on the banks of the Oroonoko, we have 
feen mothers ſlaying their daughters out 
of compaſſion, and fmothering them in 
che hour of their birth. e mem 
this. FTIR as a virtue. i 


The men (fiys Commodore: hren, 
in Wie account of the inhabitants of South 
America,) © exerciſe a moſt deſpotic au- 
* thority over their wives, whom they 
* conſider in the ſame view they do Gs 

other part of their property, and. di- . 
© poſe of them accordingly : even their 5 
common treatment of them is cruel; ; 
© for though the toil and hazard of pro- 
* ene 1 n dun women, 
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"bf Obſervations concerning hin Dian ie Ranks 
in ſociety. See alſo Colben's Voyage to the Cape of Good, 
Hope. Hiſtoire Generale de Voyages, | liv? 14 — 3. 
ſeck. 4. Salc's Voyage to North America. 


„ part * it, til} che ku dan is ſatisfied ; | 
and then he aſſigns chem their portion, 
which is generally very Feanty, and 
* ſuch as be n not uke euere oe 
* imer ie e 
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+ Dios the mſg; of che Eaſt, we 
aud another kind of deſpotiſm and do- 
minion prevail — the feraglioy+ and the 
domeſtic fer vitude of women, authoriſed 
by the manners, and eſtabliſſied by the 
laws. In Turky, in Perſia, in India, in 
Japan, and over the vaſt empire of China, 
one half of the human beter 3 
* the Other- * * . Nee 


v4 6 - : : * 
ae . he < 


The exceſs of A in een ä 
tries eng from the em _ caving b 

All Afizi is coneres with avi ere 
. in bondage waits the caprices of 
a maſter. The multitudes of women 
there aſſembled have no will, no incli- 
e but his. Their riumplis/ are 
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more mortifying, with the counterfeit of 


thats: et ar their e 
till death. There the lovely ſex are 


obliged to repay oven their ſerxitude with 
the moſt tender affection; or, what is ſtill 


an affection which they do not feel: There 


the moſt gloomy tyranny has ſubjected 


them to creatures, who, being of nei- 
ther ſex, are a diſhonour to both: There, 


in ſhort, their education tends only to 


debaſe them; their virtues are forced _ 
their very pleaſures. are involuntary and 


joyleſs ; and, after an exiſtence of a few 


Jears — till the bloom of youth is over 8 


their period of neglect commences, which 
is long and e Sy CY, 


. In the temperate 3 where FA 


climate giving leſs ardour to. paſſion 


leaves more confidence in virtue, the wo- 
men have not been deprived of their li- 


berty; but a ſevere legiſlation has at all 


times kept them in a ſtate of dependence. 


One while they were confined to their 


own apartments, and debarred at once 


from buſineſs and amufement; at ano- 
| ther 
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mer time, a 5 lianſhip 

frauded their hearts and infialied: their 
underſtandings. Affronted in one coun- 
try by poligamy, which gives them their 
rivals for their inftparable companions 4 
enſlaved. in another by indifloluble ties, 
which often join the gentle to the rudes 
and ſenſibility to brutality; even in coun- 
tries where they may be eſteemed moſt 
happy, conſtrained. in their deſires, in 
the diſpoſal of their goods, robbed of 


freedom of. will by the laws, the flaves of 


opinion, which rules them with abſolute 
_ fway, and conſtrues the fligheeſt appear- 
ances into guilt z ſurrounded on all des 
by judges who are at once their tyrants. 
and their ſeducers, and who, after having 
prepared their faults, puniſh every lapſe 
with diſhonour —nay uſurp the right of, 
degrading them on ſuſpicion; who does 
not feel for the tender ſex? Yet ſuch, I 
am ſorry to ſay, is the lot of women over 
the whole earth. Man, with regard to 
them, in all climates and in all ages, has 
been either an inſenſible or an oppreſſor 3 
but they have ſometimes experienced the 

cold and deliberate oppreſſion of pride, 
. | and 


— 


10 * 
1 ſometimes che ele and terrible 
tyranny of jealouſy. When they are 
not beloved, they are nothing; and 
when they are, they are tormented; They 
have almoſt equal cite to be afraid of 
indifference and of love. Over three 
quarters of the globe, nature has e. 
them between — and e 2 859 


6 The malic W or the fiery paſs 
fions,” ſays profeſſor Ferguſon, * which 
in one climate take place between the 
ſexes, are in another changed into 2 

ſober conſideration, or a patience of 
mutual diſguſt. This change is re- 

marked in crofling the Mediterranean, 
in following the courſe of the Miſſi- 
ſippi, in aſcending the mountains of 
Caucaſus, and in paſting from the Alps 
and the ne to the. ſhores: of the 
Baltic. 


OO GK PP GG „ „ 


© The burning ardours and the tor» 
turing jealouſies of the ſeraglio and the 
haram, which have reigned ſo long in 
Aſia and Africa, and which in the 
* © ſouthern. par ts of Europe have RR 
given 


2 


* giver: way t to the — of religion 
© and civil eſtabliſhments, are found, y 
1 ne with an abatement of heat in 


the climate, to be more eaſily c changed, 


in one latitude, to a temporary paf- 5 


© fion which ingreſſes the mind, without 
© enfeebling it, and which exeites to ro- 
© mantic atchievements? by farther 
„ ae to the north, it is changed in- 
© toa ſpirit of gallantry, which employs 


the wit and fancy more than the heart; 


© which prefers intrigue to enjoyment 
and ſubſtitutes affectation and vanity, 
© where ſentiment and deſire have failed. 
As it departs from the ſun, t 


La 


of domeſtic connection, or frozen into 
a ſtate of inſenſibility, under which the 


: * . +of . 


their 2 * 4 


Vives among a bon Ae derdty re- 
coed the higheſt homage, we find men 


who would deprive the ſex of every kind 


of at © 'The moſt VIRTVOSS 


8 _ on the Hitoryof . mu iii. ſe. 2. 
© Faman 


he ſame 
< paſſion is farther compoſed into a habit 


ſexes at freedom man —_— ha Unite i 


1 008 hon lead ne ib bes 


1 0 1 


:.woman,* ſays a do Gree, 1 


. * 
n nl 5 5 


That morals. man» Silo Ra 8 
duties upon women, would deprive them 
of the ſweets of public eſteem; and, in 
exacting virtues from them, would make 
it a crime to ne at honour, aht? 

1 5 
If a woman. wet fo to 3 the Ka.” 
* of her ſex, ſhe might addreſs * in 4 
followiag manner. uy a £42, 
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1 p 
"© How great is your. injuſtice |, If 5 
have an equal right with you to virtue, 
© why ſhould we not have an equal right 
© to praiſe? The public eſteem ought to 
wait upon merit. Our duties are dif- 
« ferent from yours; but they are not 
* therefore leſs difficult to fulfil, or of 

* leſs conſequence to ſociety: they are 
© the fountains of your felicity, and the 
J ſweetners of life, We are wiycs and, 
* mothers. © *Tis we who form the gs : 
« and the cordiality of families 3-5; Ks. . 


„ Thucydides, | 


15 


+6} 


1 Ind Toten that ſavage \alledeld — 
* conſiders every thing as due to force, 
and which would involve man with man 
in eternal war. We cultivate in you 
© that humanity, which makes you feel! 
for the misfortunes of others ; ; and | 
© our tears forewarn vou of your own 
* danger. 'Nay, you cannot be ignorant, 
© that we have need of courage not leſs 
© than you. More feeble in ourſelves, , 
* 
Cc 


2 
, 


we have perhaps more trials to eneoun- 

ter. Nature aſſails us with ſorrow, law 
and cuſtom preſs us with conſtraint, 
© and ſenfibility and virtue alarm us by 
© their continual conflicts. Sometimes 
*- atſo-the'name of citizen demands from 
us the tribute of fortitude.” When 
you offer your blood to the ſtate, think 
that it is ours. In giving it our ſons 
and our hufbands, we give more than 
ourſelves. You can only die on the 
field of battle, but we have the mis- 


fortune to "ſurvive 48 whom we love 
S moſt. E . 


oS& = * 


, Sia!” while your andy vithy 
is unceaſingly EY to cer the 
earth 


1 80 7 | 
earth with ſtatues, with monuments, 
and with inſcriptions, to eternize if 
poſſible your names, and give your- 
ſelves an exiſtence- when this body is no 
more, why muſt we be .condemned to 
live and to die unknown? Would you, 

that the grave and eternal forgetfulneſs 
ſhould be our lot? Be not our tyrants 
in all, Permit qur names to be ſome 
time pronounced beyond the narrow - 
circle in which we live; permit friend- 
ſhip, or at leaſt love, to inſcribe its 
emblems on the tomb where our 'aſhes 
repoſe; and deny us not chat public 
eſteem, which, after the eſtfem of one's 
ſelf, is the fxeeteſt N of well 
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All men however, it a . owned, 
have not been equally unjuſt to their fair 
companions. In ſome countries public 
Honours have been paid to women. Art 
has erected them monuments, eloquence i 
has celebrated their virtues, and hiſtory 

has collected whatever could adorn their ; 


COTE: „ 
Without 


71 „Without entering into circumſtantial; 
details, which might perhaps diſguſt by 
their uniformity, 1 ſhall inquire, in ge- 

neral, what are the qualities and the 
kinds of merit of which women are ca- 
pable; how far government, laws, and 
circumſtances can raiſe them and ſhall 
attempt to diſcover the ſecret connections 
of policy with their manners. I thall / 
then quickly examine what the women 
have been in different ages, and how the 
ſpirit of their times, or of their nation 
* influenced their character. Mr, 


3 


This Effay,. if I may 1 wil be 
a hiſtory of that part of the human ſpe- 
cies, which the other flatters and calum- 
niates by turns - and frequently. without 
knowing them. For it is with women 
as with ſovereigne, they ſeldom hear the 
truth; and e eſtimate them more by in- 
tereſt and 1 en, chan A Juice. . 


8 


ob eee 
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| I 1 mean to write 2 panegyric | 
nor a ſatire, but to make a collection of 
obſervations and of facts; in which may 

Vol. I, | C ITE 13 by be 
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of che” "great Wy virtueus Actions of: 


Women! in & ym” 9 5 5 
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7 E and e of Pleas 
vY the panegyriſt and the judge of 
o many great men, a piece intituled, FR 
viRTV0Us AcrTrIONS OT WOMEN; It is 
addreſſed æo one of he ſex, named CEA. 
of whom we know little. But her con- 
nection with the pbiloſopher of Chæro- 
nea alone, has been deemed ſufficient, by 
fame writers, to claſs | her —_ the : 


: {if | 


number of learned women 


Phitarch begins his tee witk 
blaming thoſe, who would deprive: Wo- 
men of that praiſe which is their due. 
One might,“ ſays he, make a com- 

pariſon between Anacreon and Sappho, 
© between Semiramis and Seſoſtris, be- 
* tween Tanaquil and Servius, and be- 


i ren Brutus and Portia, The talents _ 
: and 
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1 1 
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5: and ihe virtues are modified Wd the 


« circumſtances-and-the perſons, but the 
foundation is the ſame: ee 


the ur face, ſo. of P 22 


& eren 5 


= The bilofophical Ki orian ont phe 
| cecds:to mention a great number of wo- 


men of all nations, Who. have given e 
amples of their courage, and w 10 _ 


4 


1 Aa nen women's 


| ado before an engagement which threat. 
ened the deſtruction of their city agreed 
to bury themſelves in the flames, if the 


battle ſhould be loſt, and n. with 


Mowers: ther woman-wWha' ficlt madt & that 


an m ot vor 20 es * 


5 * 1 ; 


city beſieged, made the men bluſh for 2 
whameful capiculatien f women, who, _ 
| ſeeing their fons and their huſbands fle? 
in battle; ran before them; and obſtructec 
their paſſage, forcing them to return; to 
* or to victory of women, who, 
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during the 1 time of a ſiege, W ihe 5 
walls, defended their city, and bravely 
repulſed the enemy: of women who 
I ene depots: and opprefſions and 
who, as ſoon as the tyrant was flain, ran 
dancing before the conſpirators, and 
- crowned them with their own hands ;- 
of ſome, who themſelves gave liberty to 
their country of ſeveral, who expoſed 
themſelves to death, and loaded themſelves 
with: chains to ſave their captive huſbands: 
— and he takes particular notice of 
Camma, who poiſoned herſelf ' at the 
altar, that the might n abs. murderer 
of her huſband; and Whoy! Rang: to- 


ward the N 8 59 ie TRIES»: 8 
De . 


Ex Dave: aa 33 to . revenge- 6 
© death of my ſpouſe It is done. Thee, 
© this moment, I order, in place of 5 


13 nuptial beds't to W i a dumb. 


Hie likewiſe Jn he: women "i 
Gaul, who, in the time of a civil war, 
threw themſelves between two armies 
ruſhing to battle, and ſeparated, and re- 
conciled the combatants. As a reward 
e 800 
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To theſe great and generous qualities, 


* which women ſeem to riſe above 
themſelves, Plutarch has joined the ſoft- 
er, and to men more attractive viftues, 
as being more natural to the ſex. He 
praiſes the women of an iſland of the 


Archipelago, where, during the courſe 


of ſeven years, he ſays, there as neither 
an inſtance of weakneſs in a Joung per- 
ſon, nor of infidelity in a married wo- 
man: And he relates an anecdote of 
the Mileſian virgins, which merits the 
attention of a philoſopher. | Multitades 
fell by their own hands —doubtleſs i in that 
trying age, when nature giving birth to 
reſtleſs and turbulent defires, inflames' the 
imagination; and when the heart, aſto- 
niſhed at new wants, which virtue fockide 


it to gratify, feels pining melancholy 


: ſucceed” to the ſportful tranquillity of 


childhood. Nothing could ſtop the con- 


tagion. A law was made Ly 


C2. the 
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recourſe to the queen: She ordered an 
artificer to make privately the veſem-. 
blance of bread, of meat, and of dif-. 
ferent kinds of fruits, of gold; and, 
. when the king returned from a journey, 
ſhe had them ſerved up to him. The 
view pleaſed. him. very much. but, at 
length, he grew hungry, and defired. 
to have ſomething to __ 1 queen- 
\ en | Fol en 


| aches firſt who e eee 


der, to be brought naked, and expoſed in 
the market- place. Thoft young women 
were not afraid of :death ; but: they were 
afraid of ſhame, even after death. Not 
one of them henceforth: _ an. . 


. eee au e cl 2 ano 
cher anecdote, which even- at this day, 
might afford an excellent leſſon of poli- 
tical oconomy.. A. king, who. believed. 
that riches conſiſted in gold, obliged the 
greater Bart of his ſubjects to labour in. 
the mines. They all periſhed. Ther- 
maining. inhabitants of the country had: 
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lands are uncultivatæck: they produce 

c hochinge E have ſet before you at 
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| EAIDES his generat/trearie- on We. 


f actions bf. women, Elutarch has 
left us a piece in honour of the Sparkain 
dames. There he cites a variety of ex- 
preſſions, which demonſtraie their cou- 

rage and vigour of mind; there we find 
beings and virtues very flifferent from 
choſe of the ſame Tex with” which We. 

: have occaſion to be acquaiated: + Nature: 

. ſacrificed. to patiiotiſm; honour ranked. 

before affection che name: of citizen pre- 

- ferred: to the name of mother; ters df 

| ioy ſhed. over the body of a fon RNs 

. with 


6 
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Hitch e 4: che maternal * 
= _- againſt a ſon guilty of cowardice ; te 
mandate of death conveyed to a ſon fuſ- 
= pected of 2 crime 5 indiforrow,/nd even 
© compaſſion, regarded as n 75 


1 
8 


2 an inſult!— 0 Furr BE 


e * 


11. gives us Sagas dest in 2 
* woman, of intrepidity and.forti- 
tude in a ſtate of ſervitude. A priſoner, 
and ſold as aiflare, 'the queſtian was put 
to her, What knoweſt thou? - TO 
© be free l ſhe replied; and, hen her 
maſter commanded what ſhe deemed i ig- 

| - nominious, ſhe. cooly aid, You, are 

e x hg me: hag eng he 1. 1 
Fat deaths * Hegi S351 RIEL Bk 
-253 J6 vm.6I757 8:25 edt owt; rome 25 

"Thoſe 15 have not been aceiiltoragd 

| — ale beyond their own times, and who 
| conclude what: women have been, from 
what they are; and thoſe, miore-partica- 

_ larly, who are ignorane what effects a 
' legiſlation | conceived in one head, and 
combined im all its branches; ean produte 
on the mind, will be at a loſs to compre- 
bend, how a ſex chat ſeems rather formed 
i . 1. for 


men became neceſſarily: bold anc 
The retreats where they ſpent their lives 
| fubducd their defires; the poverty: of the . 
public denied the means of corruption; 
and the apprehenſion of national honour 
exalted their ſentiments. They had an 


1 * 


N for” — chan fordiudey mond 
poſſeſs. ſo much courage. It — ung from | 
the vigour, of ancient 1 * 17 Ti 11155 i: 
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© Ald . Erecka; tha were Ab | 


all republicans, the manners of the wo- 


ambition of not being behind their fons, 


p 1 


4e e to hs 1 the | 
| women of thoſe early ages on a leyel with | 
the men. In the era of the formation. 
of ſtates, when ſociety is 
from barbariſm, the toils and the dan oy ; 
| of the cue are nearly whe frame, | 
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The 2 or "the kingdoms 40 


Greece, conſiſting often only of one city, 


Were continually either threatened with 


War, 


ind auſtepe. 


y emerging 


their brothers, and their huſbands ; and, 
not being able to attract them by feminine 
e . boldly trod] in ker e 


t 


War, br webs the ſcene of blood; Nations 
animoſities, . inflamed by the claſhing of 
+ Intereſts, were more ardent, and lelz- 
ceaſily extinguiſhed than: in our times, 
The wars: of Europe are now only the 
means, and the manner of deciding; che 
quarrels of princes: they were then the 
awakened paſſtons of the people Thie 
inhabitants of one: ſtate _ Fought for the 
hves of the inhabitants of another. Vic- 
tory condemned che women to- flaverys 
Such a condition was an afylum againſt 
death, and might ſometimes be alleviated 
hy the favour of a maſter, bug. aan 
MEVET: Protituem from: INONDUDs. . - * 
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bK another were — A 
ceukpeeeden when * en were adinitte® 
to the myſteries; ar ſometimes employed 

as the miniſters of vengeance ; for the - 

ills complained of extended to them, and 

they had often more to loſe than their 

lives. The two ſexes then kept pace 

with each other: cbeir courage was grent, 8 
tbecauſe the occaſions of mn ie were 

px. and Nao gh | 
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In the: 'fame wake: 5 fromthe 
fame impulſe,” both Europe and Aſia were 
over-run by invaſions and emigrations of 9 
armed multitudes ; and, among: all thoſe 1 
randering people, the two ſexes encoun- 
tered the ſame hardſhips and the ſame 3 
perils. The women would therefore im- | 
perceptibly acquire a habit of fortitude” 
—and, as the virtue of the/fofter ſex N 
has its exiſtence in pride 48 indolence  *"} 
is almoſt always - the companion of ſe- I 
duction — as the practiee of ſurmounting 
dangers teaches us to fubdue ourſelves — 
as the life of thoſe women was either 
altogether active, or altogether” retired _ 1 
— and, as * could . nothing of — 
that — 
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RE * 24 5 | 
| thaw! nee leiſure of ſociery; wha 
imagination eternally out- runs deſire, and. 
the ſoul is at once corrupted hy all its 

| ſenſes, they would Join to their courage 
2 high and delicate apprehenſion of ho- 
nour: — and theſe are, indeed, the two 
qualities aſſigned by Plutarch to the wo» | 
men of thoſe early ne both HO: 

| and n, 1. 6 e 45 "Re, 


But, in the different eras of Grecian 
hiſtory, we muſt” not - ſuppoſe chat the 
women were always the ſame. It appears 

that the manners in the iſles of Greece, 

in gencral, were much purer than on the 
continent. Thoſe iſlanders, by being leſs 
expoſed to foreign intercourſe, could 
more eaſily preſerve their laws and their 
virtues. The warlike convents of Lace- 

: demon, the nurſeries only of ſoldiers, 
would be much more rigid than the 
NLO. ſmiling retreats of Athens, whence po- 
_ liteneſs was ,propagated, and faſhion an- 
0 nounced; and the city of Thebes, where 
a ruſtic groſſneſs ſupplied the place of an 
elegant luxury, muſt have been very dif- 
ferent from Corinth, which on account 


be 


nern 
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of 10 Graddion. and commerce, obtained 
the name of TE Two ger 0 
ae AND PLEAdURE. 3 


Donn, 


"Ia proportion a Aer Fan 


3 corrupted, the virtues of the WO= 


men, we may conclude, were loſt. But 
the rank which the courtezans enjoyed, 
even in the brighteſt ages of Greece, and 
particularly at Athens, is one of the 
greateſt ſingularities in the manners of 


any people. By what circumſtance could 


that order of women, who debaſe at once 
their own ſex and ours —in a country 
where the women were poſſeſſed of mo- 
deſty, and the men of ſentiment arrive 
at diſtinction, and ſometimes even at the 
higheſt degree of reputation and confe- 


quence? Several reaſons may be aſ- 


ſigned for that phenomenon in ſociety. 


". 


In Greece, the covrtezans were in 
ſome meaſure connected with the religion 


of the country. The goddeſs of Beauty 
had her altars : and ſhe was ſuppoſed to 
protect proſtitution, which was to ker a 


ſpecies of worſhip. The people invoked | 


* 
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5 te 


Venus in times of 3 7% 0 4 
battle, hey thought they had * be 
nour to Miltiades and Themiſtocles, be- 
cauſe the Laiſes and the Glyceras of the 
age ** ende . to bein n; 
The courtezans were likewiſe. con- 
nected with religion by means of the arts. 
Their perſons affonded models for ſta- 
- | tues, which were afterwards adored in 
the temples. Phrine ſerved as a model 
to Praxiteles for his Venus of Cnidus: 
and, during the feaſts of Neptune near 
Eluſis, Appelles having ſeen the ſame 
courtezan on the ſea- ſhore, without any 
other veil chan her looſe and flowing 
hair, was ſo much ſtruck with her ap- 
pearance, that he borrowed from it the 
or of his Venus riſing from the waves. 5 


They were e e . with | 
ſtatuary and painting; as they furniſhed. 
the practiſers: of thoſe arts with the means 

of eee their works. 5 


. 


| renter part of chem were {killed | 
* m muſic z and, as that: art was attended 
with 


at luer IIY in ects than it has 
ever been in any other country, it muſt 
Have poſſeſſed, in their Hands, an irre- | 
fiſtible 1 e 
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Free one Likes) nde enthuſiaſtic the 
Greeks were of beauty. They adored 
it in the temples; they admired it in 
the principal works vf art; they ſtudied 
it in the exercifes and the games; they 
ſought to perfect it by their marriages, 
and they offered rewards to it at the 

public feftivals.” But virtuous beauty was 

| feldom to be ſeen. The modeſt women 

were confined" to their own apartments, 
and were viſited only by their hafbands 
and neareſt” relations. The courtezans | 
offered themſelves every where to view; 
and their beauty, as might be 1 55 
obtained univerſal e 

Bock only carr ſole the beniiles of "1 
the mind: modeſt women were excluded 
from it. The conrtezans of Athens by 
living in public, and” converſing freely 
with all ranks of people, upon all manner 
of ſubjects, acquired by degrees a Enow- 

D 2 | "gn : 


* * 


Mage of biktarp af Phüh güne 
i of barns .in- the. whole e of | 
the arts. Their ideas were more exten- 
- five and various, and their converſation 
was more fprightly and entertaining, than 
any thing that was to be found among | 
18 the virtuous part of the ſex... Hence their 
„ . bouſes became the ſchools. of elegance. 
=. The poets and the painters. went there to 
_ 2 the fleeting forms of grace, and the 
1 changeable features of ridicule; the mu» 
= —.— to perfect the delicacy of har 
mony ; and the philoſophers, to collect 
thoſe particulars of human life which had 
hitherto eſcaped their obſervation. The 
houſe of Aſpaſia was the reſort of 
crates and Pericles, as that of. Ninon was 
of St. Evremont and Conde. They ace 
quired. from thoſe fair. libertines taſte 
and politeneſs, and they gave them in 
exchan ge e and mids” e | 


— 


13 Moor tie oo 


Orcs was Serbe Y en | 
men; and the celebrated courtezans 
having an influence over thofe orators, 
muſt have had an influence. on public 


affairs. There was not one, not even 
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te materi 'the Anflexibls and; | 1 
chenes, ſo terrible to tyrants, but I 
ſubjected to their ſway.” Of cha great 
| maſtery of eloquence it has Wen „ 
»What he had been a+ whole year in 
erecting, a woman overturned in a 
day.“ That influence augmented their 
conſequence; and their talent of Pleaſing 
| en wien e e eng it. " 
| The * 28 the! abc batista 
| indeed, by authoriſing the privacy of 
| women, ſet a high value on the ſanctity 
of the marriage vow. Bur in Athens; 
imagination, ſentiment, luxury, the tafte 
in arts and pleaſures, was oppoſite to the 
laws. The courtezans therefore may 
be ſaid to a come in. ee of n 1 
manner. #1208 11 


hebe was no a upon ak 1 : 
centiouſneſs; but private infidelity, which 


nt concerned. the peace of families, was pu- 1 
ns | niſhed as a erime.. | By a ſtrange, and) 
5, perhaps unequalled ſingularity, the men 

lic were corrupted, yet the domeſtic man 
en ners were pure. It ſeems as if the cour- : 
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ae hein ſexs its by. a convention tc 


which che laws and the manners ended, 
while other women were eſtimated merely 
dy their virtues, they were eſtimated only 


PN! thein ene eee 8 
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- Theſe as IN WY in . neafure, 
account for the hopours which the vota - 
ries of Venus fo often received in Greece. 
Otherwiſe we ſhould have been at a loſs to 
conccive, why ſix or ſeven writers had ex- 
erted their. talents to celebrate the cour- 
tezans of Athens“; why three great 
painters had e devoted their pen- 
cils to repreſent them on canvaſs; and 
why ſo many poets had ſtrove ta immor- 
ralize them in their verſes. We ſhould 
hardly have believed, that ſo many illuſ- 
trious men had conrted their ſocicty 3 ; 
that Aſpaſia had been confulted in deli- 
berations of peace and war; that Phrine 
had a ſtatue of gold placed between the 
ſtatues of two. kings, at Delphos ; | that, 
after death, magnificent tombs had 8. 
& 0065-508 to their memory, =» 


See Athenæus. 
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ht; n Arn Greek writer |} 

CE ©, who, approaching 46 rbthews;: 0 7 
x the fide of the way a monument Which | 5 

6 Rs his notice at a diſtance, will 

© imagine that it is the tomb or Mil- 

© tiades or Pericles or of ſome other © 

© preat man, who has done honour to 

© his country by his ſervices: he ad- 

5 vances, he reads, and he 1 that b 


25 terred with 10 meh! pomp.” 


. 155 * * 


8 * . I x 


Thee N in a „ ae to Alexander . 
the Great, peaks alſo of the fame 4 


ment in words to ths nden effes 

7 2 * pe NA } 
be Thus, aſter her Jearh, r 
0 honoured; ; while not one of thoſe brave 
* warriors who fell in Afia, fighting for 
« you and for the ſafety of Greece, has | 
© fo much as a ſtone erected to his me- 
© mory, or an inſcription 1 to . his 
5 aſhes from dens e N e 
Such was the idinage' which Fe en- 
thuſiaſtic Peony voluptuous WO tl 
"Oy Diane, r ? 
| bonne, 


by Gann, than by reaſon,” and hand 5 
laws yather than principles, they baniſhed 
their great men, honoured their courte- 
2ans, murdered Socrates, permitted them- 
felves to be governed by Aſpaſia, pre- 


ſerved inviolate the marriage bed, and 


a Phrine in the temple of: en 5 


175 +8 EC: oN m. * 
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ot the Roman Wourn. | 


| \ MON 'G the Rohan a grave ad 

auſtere. people, who during five. 
hundred years were unacquainted with 
the elegancies and the pleaſures of life, 
and who, in the middle of furrows and? 
of fields of battle; were employed in til- 


lage or in war, the manners of the women 


i 


were a long time as ſolemn and ſevere as. 


thoſe of the men, and without the ſmalleſt? 
mixture of corruption: or of ee | 


7 


The time when ahs 3 Sa 


began to: appear in public marks a parti» 
cular era in hiſtory. In the infancy of 


14 1 4 
5 3 
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| A and e even tl FE atuelt of 
Carthage, ſhut up in their houſes, where. 
a ſimple and ruſtic. virtue paid every ching 
to inſtinct, and nothing to elegance {6 ö 
nearly allied to barbariſm, as only ad 3 
| know what it was to be wives and F 
thers; chaſte, without apprehending they 
could be otherwiſez. tender and affeo- 
donate, before they had learned the 
meaning of the words; occupied in du 
dies, and ignorant that here were other 
=_ pleaſures, they ſpent their life in retire- 
ment, in nurſing their children, and ia 
& rearing to the republic a race f lab6urers 5 5 
or of ſoldiers. Nor were they inatten- 
h tive to the other parts of domeſtic eco» 
„ nomy: virtuoully happy during the. night, | 
d' in the receſs of more important cares, 
|- HE they were employed through the day.in 
1 3 . at the 9 125 at 


+; 


= The babies of 5 t Muflrious Re. 7 Ll 
mans, for many ages, were ſpun by their 
- HE wives, or by their ſiſters.” Even Auguſtus, i 
when lord of the world, remained an , i 
F of that ancient fimpliciys: pe 3-0 
. s | | The =. 
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The „ 7705 Suez at 18 
Hoa were reſpected over the whole earth. 
Their victorious huſbands reviſited them 

with tranſport, at their return from 
battle; they laid at their feet the ſpoils 
of the enemy, and exalted, and endeared 
themſelves in their eyes, by the wounds 
which they had received for them and for 
the ſtate: Thoſe warriors often came 
from impoſing commands upon kings, 
and, in their own houſes, accounted it 
an honour to obey. In vain the too rigid 
laws had made them che arbiters of life 
and death: more powerful than the laws 


the women ruled their judges. In vain 
the legiſlature, foreſeeing the wants which 
exiſt only among a corrupt people, per- 
mitted divorce; the indulgence of "thi 
polity was s proſerided by avg Manners. 
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| Such was the infſuence of heady at 
Rome, before the licentious intercourſe 
of the ſexes had corrupted both, debaſing 
the one by the other: and every mean it 
appears was uſed to prolong the happy 
period, aer preſerve the Purity or” female 
manners. | BJ 
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A ſevere guardianſhip, from ici no 
th. age relieved the unmarried women ; the 
em cenſure of the magiſtrates; the domeſtic 

Ws wibunals ; the laws for preventing their 
ain luxury, by fixing their dowries 3 the 


for and to a goddeſs who preſided over the: 


im Peace of marriages and- the reconciliation 
ef ſpouſes 3 decrees of che ſenate in fa- 


d it vour of women who had been ſerviceable 
od WY the tate; all demonſtrate che attention 
lite which that warlike people paid to the 
ſofter ſex, and to their virtues, as . 


8 


pow. as Op 108 any OIL ig c 

ck ee e e 
. The Rem matrons Jo. not Wa to 
this have poſſeſſed that military courage, 
1 17 which Plutarch has praiſed in certain 
ad reek and Barbarian women, They par- 
2 took more of the nature of their ſex; 
1110 or, at leaſt, they departed leſs from its 
ang character. Their firſt quality was de- 
4 ency. Every one knows the ſtory of 
ppy Cato the cenſor, who ſtabbed a Roman 
nale nator for kiſſing his own wife, in pre- 
ence of his daughter. gi e ee 


10 


Jo theſe 0 manners 4 Mb : 
women Joined an enthufiaftic love of their | 
country, which diſcovered itſelf upon 
many great occaſions. On the death of 
Brutus, they all clothed themſelves in 
mourning. In the time of Coriolanus, 
| they ſaved the city. That incenſed war- 
rior, who had inſulted the ſenate and the 
- Prieſts, and who was ſuperior even to the 
pride of ö could not reſiſt the 
tears and the entreaties of che women: 
They melted his obdurate heart. * 
ſenate decreed them public thanks; or- 
dered the men to give place to them upon 
all occaſions; made an altar be erected 
on the ſpot wlices the mother had ſoft- | 
ened her ſon, and the wife her huiband ; 
and the ſex were permitted to add ano- 
| ther ornament to their head-dreſs. 


It is to be wiſhed, that our modern la- 
dies could aſſign as good a reaſon _ the 
| tze dr en _ . 1] 

be Nord women at he cieys A. 

Feeond time, when beſieged by Brennus. 
They gave up all their gold as its ranſoms 
N | 1 


4 1 


4 


For that inſtance of their generoditgs the 

ſenate granted them the honour of having 
funeral orations pronounced from the 
roſtrum, in common with patriots and 
heroes. After the battle of Cannæ, 
when Rome had no other treaſures but 
the virtues of her citizens, the women 
ſacrificed both their gold and their Jewels, 8 
A new decree rewarded their Neal. 


; ; 


Valerius Maximus, tary Meh! in the 
reign of Tiberius, and who has left us a 
book which is a more ſingular monu- 
ment of great virtues than of good taſte, 
has ſeveral eſſays in praiſe of the Roman 


women. But theſe are leſs panegyries 


than detached hiſtories, to which he has 
ſometimes given the ſtyle and the manner 
of the oration. We have good reaſon 
to think ſo, ſince the celebrated Portia, 
the daughter of Cato, and the wife of 
Brutus, is not there forgot; ; nor that 
Julia, the wife of Pompey, who died of 
terror, at ſeeing the robe of her huſband - 
tinged with his blood; nor that young Ro- | 

man, who, in priſon, ſupported her fa- 
ther by her milk; nor ſeveral other 
Vor. I, E illuſtrious 


t 


- "Do theſe auſtere manners the R Roman J 


women joined an enthuſiaſtic love of their 
country, which diſcovered itſelf upon 
many great occaſions. On the death of 
Brutus, they all clothed themſelves in 
mourning. In the time of Coriolanus, 
chey ſaved the city. That incenſed war- 
rior, who had inſulted the ſenate and the 
prieſts, and who was ſuperior even to the 
pride of pardoning, could not reſiſt the 
tears and the entreaties of the women: 
They melted his obdurate heart. The 
ſenate decreed them public thanks; or- 
dered the men to give place to them upon 
all occaſions ; made an altar be erected 
on the ſpot Dun the mother had ſoft- 
ened her ſon, and the wife her huſband; 
and the ſex were permitted to add ano- 
cher ornament to their head-dreſs. 


It is to be wiſhed, that our modern la- 
dies could aſſign as good a reaſon Am the 
tize of _— ns - = HE Eph = 


The Roman an esd the ie A 
Fovond time, when beſieged by. Brennus. 
They gave up all their gold as its ranſoms 
LED | For 


us. 


For 


ther by her milk; 
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For that inſtance of 3 generolity,\ ht 
ſenate granted them the honour of having 


funeral orations pronounced from the 


roſtrum, in common with patriots and 
heroes. After the battle of Cannæ, 
when Rome had no other treaſures but 
the virtues of her citizens, the women 


ſacrificed both their gold and their jewels. | 
A new decree rewarded. their zeal. 


Valerius Maximus, who lived in the 
reign of Tiberius, and who has left us a 
book which is a more ſingular monu- 
ment of great virtues than of good taſte, 
has ſeveral eſſays in praiſe of the Roman 
women. But theſe are leſs panegyries 
than detached hiſtories, to which he has 
ſometimes given the ſtyle and the manner 
of the oration. We have good reaſon 
to think ſo, fince the celebrated Portia, 


the daughter of Cato, and the wife of 


Brutus, is not there forgot ; ; nor that 


Julia, the wife of Pompey, who died of 

terror, at ſeeing the robe of her huſband - 
tinged with his blood; nor that young Ro- 
man, who, in priſon, ſupported her fa- 
nor ſeveral other 
illuſtrious 
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to ſave their huſbands. 


given in one day, an example of courage 


0 3 j 
Muſtrious women, who, during the time 
of the proſcriptions, expoſed their lives 


PF. 


The mite writer, in extolling the vir- 


tues, touches alſo on the talents of the 
Roman women. He informs us that, in 


the ſecond triumvirate, the three aſſaſſins 
who governed Rome, thirſting after gold 
not leſs than blood, and having already 
practiſed every ſpecies of robbery, and 
worn out every method of plunder, 're- 
ſolved to tax the women. They impoſed 
a heavy contribution upon each of them, 


The women ſought an orator to defend 


their cauſe, but found none : nobody 
would reaſon againſt thoſe who had the 


power of life and death. The daughter of 


the celebrated Hortenſius alone appeared: 
the revived the memory of her father's 
abilities; and fupported with intrepidity 
her own cauſe, and that of her ſex. The 


ruffians bluſhed, and revoked their or- 


ders. Hortenſia was conducted home in 
triumph; and had the honour of having 


. 
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to men, a pattern of eloquenee to women, 


and a leſſon of nd to e 


But aha era 5 4 * of women at 
| Rome, is to be found under the empe- 
rors; when ſociety was more perfected 


by opulence, by luxury, by the uſe and 


abuſe of the arts, and by commerce. 


Their retirement was then leſs ſtrict; 
their genius, more active, was more ex- 
erted; their heart had new wants; the 
idea of reputation ſprung up in their 
minds; their leiſure increaſed with the 


diviſion of employments. They had ſer- 


vile offices, which the women of rank 


left - if I may ſo expreſs myſelf— to the 


people : they had thoſe of a higher claſs, 
which were ſoon filled. During upwards 


of fix hundred years, the virtues had 


been found ſufficient to - pleaſe they 


now found it neceffary to call in the ac- 
compliſhments. They were deſirous to 
| join admiration to eſteem, till they learned 


to exceed eſteem itſelf: for, in all coun- 


tries, in proportion as the, love of virtue 


diminiſhes, we find the value of talents 
to increaſe. 8 
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the Romans. The vaſt inequality of 
ranks; the enormous fortunes of indi- 


| buted to haſten the period of corruption. 


| higheſt for the embraces of a player, 


of a pantomime. A dancer, or a jug- 


_ paſſions, always craving, always gratifiedz 
and the women tired of all, cloyed of all, 


' they mutilated their flaves, to ſatisfy the 
new caprices of an imagination jaded even 
with pleaſure itſelf, The viees became 
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A could cauſes coneurred i pro- 
auce this revolution of manners among 


viduals ; the ridicule affixed by the im- 
perial court to moral ideas; all contri- 


Then vice had no curb, The exceſſive 
deſire of ſhews brought a low and ſhame- 
teſs freedom into faſhion. Women con- 
tended with each other, who ſhould bribe 


They fixed their hearts and their eyes 
upon the ſtage, to devour the movements 


gler, ſwallowed up the patrimonies, and 
gave heirs to the deſcendants of the Sei- 
pios and the Emiliuſes. Debauchery re- 
duced fertility. They learned to cheat 
nature. The art of producing abortions 
completed the deteſtable practice. The 


multiplied in Rome the monſters of Aſia: 


more 


— the — — dhe ma | 
ſerve the manners, but to * Wien 

and ſometimes their number, and their 
nature, was ſo alarming, that it became 
neceſſary for public juſtice to cover her- 
ſelf with a veil : becauſe there would have 
been no leſs danger than thame in n. 
notice of all the | neg 0 


N 


When Soptitnnis tend rus hdd whe 
throne, he found three thouſand accu- 
ſations of adultery on the roll. He was 

obliged to lay ow his eure wy eat 
mation. e 
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In Quit age, the rank of the) women 
appears to have been more frequently 
pPraiſed than the virtue, and the talents, 
or enn than che manners. : 


About this N of. the empire, 
: ſeveral funeral orations were pronounced 
at Rome in honour of women: the ora- 
tion of Junia, the fiſter of Brutus; and 
the wife of Caſſius; the oration of the 
h Livia, mother of Tiberius; ; 
;ͤ;—¹ 
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0 of Octavia, Spoken by Aug 


and chat of Popp=a; by Nero. The fett 


may be ſaid. to be the eulogy of virtue, 


ſtill ſevere and republican. The ſecond 


ought to mark the gradation of the man- 


ners of the women of a common-wealth 


to their manners in a court, and under 


monarchical neee, E e ax md 


10 0 4353136 


The 1 manners I; Livia nh of both 
periods, and of both governments; She 
was connected with the republic by A 
remnant of ſimplicity z and, to uſe the 
-words of Tacitus: : * by;the ſanctity of her 
8 houſe:“ She was connected with the 
monarchy by a boundleſs ambition, by a 
deſire of reputation, by a ſtudied deceit, 

by the art of happily employing the al- 

lurements of her ſex— in; ſhort, by in- 
trigue and addreſs applied by turns 0 

| gr eat or to IO parpoſess | 

«I 90 A 300 A; 

5 The third radi. or chats of. Oar, 
the ſiſter of Auguſtus, the wife of An- 

thony, and the virtuous and tender xival 
of Cleopatra, was the eulogy of beauty 
N renderef iti by misfortunes; and 

Fils 5 mingled 


1 


| 418 agled with great events, of xhich ſhs 
was 1 e e n the eu e 


ee e n 


Theſe ee might: * withous 
reprehenſion 3 but the eulogy of Poppæa 
pronounced by an Emperor and ap- 
plauded by the Romans, was a proof of 
the laſt ſtage: of corruption *. It ſeemed 
to inſinuate, that all the women con- 
nected with the imperial houſe, or who 
entered there, had a right to be praiſed 
in the. ame manner after their death. 
Several of them, while on the throne, 
were publicly abandoned in their plea- 


ſures; but the apotheoſis repaired alh, 
Religion was even leſs: ſtrict than the 
manners: it was eaſier to obtain the rank 
of a goddeſs, n . ne of 'A 
virtuous: ene Aike 4 ad) 


Than ſome virtues 
among the Roman women; but theſe 
were remarkable. The greater part of 
them owed their birth to Stoiciſm, which, 
under ths: firſt —— ng in 
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» Tacit, v wat . 6. 


a» 4 


| Rome. We 


cas: 


Rin } Bioiciſm is to the e 
republican ſeverity is to government. It 
revived in ſome houſes the ancient vir- 
- res; but with this difference,” that för- 
merly the Romans may be ſaid to have 
fucked in virtue with their milk ; it wa; 
' kind of habitual inftin&, and the happy 
effect of example and of laws: now, to 
reſiſt the torrent of corruption, it was 
neceſſary to poſſeſs cultivated manners, 
firm opinions, and / philoſophical re- 
ſources. It was likewife neceflary' to 
have principles; for cold reaſon could 
not long have held out: it was neceſſary 
10 poſſeſs a certain enthuſiafm, which at 
once animated and ſupported the ſoul; 
which propoſed to itſelf a dignity fupe- 
rior to. man, that it might elevate him to 
the height of his powers; which deſpiſed 
pleaſure, that it might hate vice; which 
_withſtood ſorrow and compaſſion, that 
it might fortify itfelf againſt: weakneſs; 
which, in ſhort, in places where gui 
was all powerful by authority and by ex- 
ample, where men were enſlaved by all 
things, rendered man independent of all 
l or of moral obligation; : and 
TIT. e wi 
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nnn 4 ils Judge. ele! da anke 


Such was abs doftrine or PIR Stoles⸗ 
Ie was therefore highly neceflary at Rome 
in this period, as a powerful.counterpoiſe 
to an enormous weight; and it produced; 
indeed, in that city the moſt amazing 
contraſts : the moſt exalted courage was 
often found by the ſide of the moſt de · 
baſing cowardice, and the moſt rigid 
auſterity in the neighbourhood. om _ 
moſt ſhameleſs gr > 


; 


3 


It is 8 of ai then Btoicifan 
never produced ſuch great effects an 


thing extravagant in its nature, it per- 
haps requires extraordinary circum- 


and great evils are neceſfary to create 
great virtues, Stoiciſm refembles thoſe 


proportion to their reſiſtances, 


* 
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which, raiſng him above this ſublenhry 
ſcene and all its deluſive joys, made him 
his own cenſor, Wareapana, his on 


Greece as in Rome. As there is ſome- 
ſtances to give it energy. Great wants 


| mechanical powers, which. increaſe in 


Several 
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Several illuſtrious Romans, nurſed in 


this ſect, diſplayed the virtues which it 
inſpired: and the women, more ſuſcep- 


tible of habits than of principles, and 
almoſt always governed by the manners, 
which ſtrike them more forcibly, imi- 
tated the conduct of their huſbands or of 
their fathers. Portia had given the ex- 


ample. The daughter of Cato, and the 


wife of Brutus, ſhe was raiſed to the very 
ſummit of their ideas. In the conſpiracy 


- againſt Cæſar, ſhe ſhewed herſelf worthy 


to be aſſociated with the firſt of human- 
kind, and truſted with the fate of em- 


pires. After the battle of Philippi, ſhe 
would neither ſurvive liberty nor Brutus, 


but died with the bold Nr 0 
Cato. e 

The ple of Portia was Felle 
by that Arria, who ſeeing her huſband 
heſitating, and afraid to die, to encou- 
rage him, pierced her own breaſt, and 
delivered to him the dagger with a 
mile“; by Arria's daughter, the wife 
The name of Arria's huſband was Petus. The _ 
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of Thraſea, and by the daughter f * 
Thraſea, the wife of Helvidius Priſcus, | 
both worthy of having had for their huſ- 
bands men of the greateſt virtue and for- 
titude ; by Paulinia, the wife of Seneca, 
who made her veins be opened at the 
| ſame time with her huſband's; and who, 
forced to live, during the few years which 
ſhe ſurvived him, 3 bore | in her 'counte= 
bp nance,? ſays Tacitus, c the honourable 
© teſtimony of her love, a PALENESS 
©. which proved that part of her blood 
© had ſympathetically ed n b | 
3 blood of her _— | "x 
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The fel i 3 were dif- 
played, though in a different manner, = 
by Agrippina, the wife of Germanicus; 
who, naturally haughty and wanne 


ner of their death has afforded Martial te lub ed of an 
elegant Epigram; which may be thus paraph raſed. | 


When to her huſband Arria gave the ſword, * : 
Which from her chaſte, her bleeding: breaſt ſhe drew, 

She ſaid, My Petus, this I do not feel; 

„ But—oh the wound, that muſt be made by you? 


L 


She could no more—but on her Petus ſtill, 
She fix'd her feeble, her expiring eyes; 

And, when ſhe ſaw him raiſe the pointed ſteel, 

man- She ſunk—and ſeem d to Ys 6 Now Arria dies! r 


ner | * 5 after 


after the death of that great man; h ried 
herſelf in retirement in all the bloom of 
youth; and who, neither bending, her 
ſtatelineſs under Tiberius, nor allowing 
herſelf to be corrupted: by the manners 
of her age, as implacable in her hatred to 
the tyrant as ſhe had been faithful to her 
huſband, ſpent her life in lamenting the 
one and in deteſting the other. Nor 
ſhould the celebrated Epinina be forgot 
whom Veſpaſion ought to have admired 
— but whom he ſo baſely put to ane 
It i is W that not one of thoſ 
extraordinary women had the honour of 
a funeral oration. But that avails little: 
their virtues were preſerved by Tacitus 
Two lines of that author are of more 
weight with poſterity than all the pane- 
gyrics that ever were pronounced. 


4 


I do not mean to ſpeak of all the old! 
brated women of the empire; but Op- 
pian, Herodian, Philoſtratus, and Dion, 
take notice of a woman poſſeſſed of a cha- 
racter, and a ſpecies of merit ſo very dif- 


ferent from any of thoſe that J have had 
 occafion 


minds by little means. 


chaſtity to her manners. 


4 6 


occaſion to mention, as to cal my par- 


ticular attention. It is the empreſs Julia, 
the wife of Septimus Severus: born in 
Syria, and the daughter of a prieſt of the 
Sun, it was predicted, that the ſhould 
riſe to W Her character 5 


juſtified the Prophecy. 


Jolla while onthe 3 an or 
pretended paſſionately to love letters. Be 
it taſte, be it a deſire of knowledge, be 
it a deſire of reputation - be it all theſe, 
or be it what it may that induced her, ſne 
ſpent her life with philoſophers. Her 
rank of empreſs would not perhaps have 
been ſufficient to ſubdue thoſe bold ſpi- 


rits; but the joined to that the more 


powerful influences of wit and beauty. 

Theſe three kinds of empire rendered 
leſs neceſſary to her that which conſiſts 
only in art; and which, attentive to their 
taſtes and their weakneſſes, governs great 
It is ſaid that ſne 
was a philoſopher. Her philoſophy how- 
ever did not extend ſo far as to give 
Her huſband, 


who did not love her, valued her under - 
Vor. I. 8 F 


| ſanding 


1 


ſtanding ſo much that he confaledd/ hed | 
upon all occaſions. She governed in the 
ſame manner under his fon. - To con- 
clude her character, empreſs and mini- 
ſter of ſtate, occupied at the fame time 
about literature and politics, and ming- 
ling her pleaſures freely with both „having 
courtiers for her lovers, ſcholars for her 
friends, and philqſophers for her coun- 
fellors, in the middle of a ſociety where 
the reigned and was inſtructed, Julia ar- 
rived at the | higheſt celebrity; but, as 
among all her excellencies' we find not 
thoſe of her ſex, the virtues of a woman, 
our admiration is loſt in blame. In her 
lifetime ſhe obtained more praiſe than 
reſpect; and poſterity, while it has done 
juſtice to her talents and her accompliſh- 
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ments, has agreed to deny her eſteem. 


After this extraordinary woman, we 
find Julia Mammæa, of the ſame family, 
and who was likewiſe an empreſs, or at 
leaſt mother to an emperor. Her merit 
was to have united genius and valour; 
but, above all, to have educated for the 
throne, her ſon, the young Alexander 

Severus, 


In- 


\erit 


ur; 
the 
ider 
rus, 
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Severus, nearly in the ſame manner as 


Fenelon afterwards educated the duke of 


Burgundy. She made him at once vir- 


tuous and d Farah 5 e 1 


In following) th 0 * heat has et 


illuſtrious Zenobia, though not of Roman 
extraction, preſents herſelf to view A 
princeſs no leſs worthy, than happy, to 


have had Longinus for her preceptor; 


who knew as well to write as to conquer; 
who was afterward unfortunate with dig- 


nity; and who conſoled herſelf for the . 


loſs of a throne, and the pleaſures of 


grandeur, with the ſweets of ſolitude, 


and the joys of reaſon. 


All theſe women received high enco-— 


miums from the writers of their age; — 


which have ſince ſerved to ſwell the ſize | 
of all the Ins of celebrated WO- 


men. 


We have ſtill remainin 2 two panegyrics 
on empreſſes: one is the panegyric of 
Euſcbia, the wife of . Conſtance. She 


was the protectreſs of Julian. It was ſhe. 
Fx: likewiſe 
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mein who ralled: kink bete — 
throne; and, by that fecret charm which 
wit and beauty have over even tyrants | 
themſelves, ſhe often prevented the po- 
Iitical cruelties of a prince, who was al 
ways ready to aſſuſſinatè thoſe whom he 
feared. Julian, who owed to her, life 
and empire, compoſed her panegyric. 
His 1 12 not made him e 


The 3 is written by Lu- 
cian: it is in dialogue, and in the form 
of a portrait. We do not know pre- 
eiſely whom it is deſigned for; but the | 
commentators, who are always in confi 
dence of ſuch ſecrets, have not failed to 
tell us that it is the panegyric of an em- 
preſs. Be that as it may, we may ven- 
ture to a affirm, that it is the original of 
forty or fifty thouſand portraits of hes 
roines or of princeſſes, which, four 
hundred years after, had been made in 
France, in Italy, or in Spain, by the ora« 
tors, hiſtorians, poets, and romance- 
writers of thoſe times, who frequently 
beſtow on one woman all the per TOO 
of the ſex, & /1," e 
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tt is the firſt” trace which we find 


among the ancients of that light ſpirit of 
gallantry, which is ſo faſhionable among 


the moderns; and which conſiſts in ſay- 
ing to women, with a warm tongue and 
a cold heart, all that we do not believe, 


and all that we would have them to be- : 


lieve. This rant, which! is the offspring 


of inſenſibility and affectation, and which : 


joins bombaſt to falſehood, owes its birth 
to Lucian; and muſt have proceeded 
from the corruption of the manners of 


the empire, from the levity natural to 


the Greeks of his time, and from ſome 
peculiarity- in his own character. The 


head may declaim, but the heart ouly 0 


knows how to . 
8 E c TION IV. 


of the Effects 4 Chriſtianity on the 
Manners of thorn ws | 


E have already cen, chat the re- 
volution in the government of 
Rome, was followed by a change in the 
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manners; but, towards the third century, 
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Hitherto the manners. of the women 
had been only founded on morality, and 
had no connection with religious ideas. 
The manners had been united to the 

policy of ſome countries; but the laws 
_ - Had traced different [es according to 
the different plans of legiſlation, for the 
commencement and termination of the 
virtues of women. | 
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The dances, and the dreſs of the Spar- 
tan virgins, are well known. According 
to Monteſquieu, Lycurgus had murdered 
modeſty, and chaſtity itſelf... | 


At Rome, women had been. ſeen, to 

* _ dance publicly on the ſtage, without the 
ſlighteſt veil between their nakedneſs and 

the eyes of the people: and, if Cato re- 
tired from ſuch a ſpectacle, the magiſ- 
trates and the pr ieſts ad attended. . 


The arts of painting and ſeulprure, 
which chiefly delighted in | imitating na- 
ture 


ture 3 a rd; contributed WL. 
far ther to. ſeduce the sien by 1 *. : 
means of che ſenſes. | bee 9 


3 


Philoſophy. had n no Gxed principles for =_ 
women. Sometimes it combated, and 3 
would hav extinguiſhed in them, /that 
ſweet ſentiment which is at once the ſafe- = 
guard and the charm of their ſex“; ; ſome- _—_ 

times it taught that the tender union . Ml 
which ſuppoſes a. perpetual contract o | 
hearts, was only the tie of a moment, 1 
deſtroyed by the moment. that followed. 


Religion itſelf was only a kind of ſa- 
cred policy, which had rather ceremo- 
nies than precepts. The ancients ho- 
noured their gods, as we honour our 

great men: they offered them incenſe, 
and expected their protection in ex- 
change. The gods were their ua 
not their legiſlargre.” 


The ſchool of the 8 leb bs r UV 8 


as a dangerous allurement, and made it a duty to baniſ 
it from ſociet 


+ Syſteme dela Communaute des F emmes dans. un | 


tar. | 
| | Chrif- 
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new and ſacred legiſlation, inſpiring oniyx 


tw) , 


cChrictanlty, which "now began” to 
ſpread itſelf. over the earth, was a legifs 
lation. It impoſed the moſt fevere laws 


upon women, and upon manners. It 


ſtrengthened the marriage knot. To the 


political, it added a ſacred tie; and, ra- 


tiſied between the bench and the altar, 
placed the matrimonial engagements un- 


der the Joriſdiction of Heaven. 


Not ſatisfied wich regulating the ac- 
tions, Chriſtianity extended its- empire. 


even to the thoughts. Above all it com- 
bated the ſenſes. It waged war even 
with ſuch inanimate objects as might be 


the accomplices of ſeduction, or were 


the means of delight. In a word, roufing 


vice in her ſecret cell, it made her be= 
come her own tormentor, and condemned 
all the guilty to bluſh, by a forced cone | 


tefiron of their weakneffes. 


The legiſlation of the Greeks. and Ro- 


mans referred the motive of every action 


to the political intereſt of ſociety; but the 


En for this . referred all 


things | 
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things to a = and very different kate 
of exiſtence. Hence ſprung the idea of 
an unknown | ana 2 


The detachment gr the ke. the 


reign of the ſoul, and an inexpreſſiply 


ſublime and fupernatural ſomething, 
which blended itſelf 'with both, became 


the doctrine of a body of people. Hence 


the vow of continence, and the conſo- 
cration of celiba g. | 


Life was a combat. The ſanctity of | 


the manners threw a veil over nature 


and over ſociety, Beauty was afraid to 
pleaſe; valour dropt his ſpear ; ' the paſ- 
ſions were taught to ſubmit z and the ſe- 


verity of the ſoul increaſed every we. by 


the ſacrifices of the ſenſes. 


The women, who Siavalty 0oſſeſs a 
lively imagination and a warm heart, de- 
voted themſelves to virtues which were 
as flattering as they were difficult, which 
were no leſs elevated than auftere. It is 
almoſt a matter of indifference to happi- 
neſs, whether high paſſions are to be gra- 

- tified 


6 * 5 1 


tified or ſubdued. The ſoul is pleaſed 
with its efforts; ; and, provided it is ex- 


erted, it ſignifies little 9 Fa its * 4 


+ thould be turned againſt le. 


The diſeiples of Chriſtianity * were 15 
ther taught to love and comfort one an- 


other, like children of the ſame family. 
In confequence of this doctrine, the more 
virmous as much as the more tender ſex, 


converting to pity the ſenſibility of na- 


ture, the uſe and abuſe of which religi- 
on taught them equally to fear, = devoted 


their lives to the ſervice of indigence and 
diſttreſs. Delicacy learned to overcome. 
diſguſt; and the tears of beauty were ſeen 


to flow in the huts of miſery, and in the 
cells of diſeaſe, with the PONY: r 
thy of a ſiſter. 


The 3 which aroſe in the 
empire ſoon after the introduction of 


Chriſtianity, afforded that religion a new. 


opportunity of diſcovering its efficacy. To 


preſerve the faith, it was often nere 
to ſuffer impriſonment, b 
death. Courage then b. ame neceſry 
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There is a deliberate courage, which” 
js the reſult of reaſon, and which is equally 
bold and calm: It is the courage of philo- 
ſophers and of heroes. There is a courage 
which ſprings from the imagination, 
which is ardent and precipitant; and ſuch 
is moſt commonly the Og of behind 


or the Nets N e 


The courage 550 is Chriſtian women 
was founded upon the bleſt motives. 
Animated by the glorious hope of immor- 
tality, they embraced flames and gibbets, 
and offered their delicate and feeble: bo- 
dies to the moſt excruciating tortures. 


This revolution in the ideas and in the: 
manners, was followed by another in the 
writings. Such as made women their 
ſubject, became as auſtere and et 
as eps 


Almoſt all the doctors of thoſe times, 


to whom the church has afligned the com- 
| pound title of ſaints and of orators, com- 


mend to admiration the Chriſtian women. 
But he who ipcaks of them with moſt e- 
loquence, 


ts). ; 


HJoquencs, and with moſt zeal, is Saind Je. 1 


rom; who, born with a foul of fire, ſpent 


twenty- four years in writing, in combat 


ing, and in en . 


The manners of this faint were n 


bly more ſevere than his thoughts. He 


had a number of illuſtrious women at 


Rome among his diſciples. But, though 


ſurrounded with beauty, he eſcaped weak- 


neſs, without eſcaping ſlander; and, fly- 


ing the world, the women and himſelf, 


he retired to Paleſtine; where all which 


he had quitted purſued him ſtill, tormen- 


ted him under the penitential ſackcloth, | 


and, in the middle of ſolitary deſerts, re- 
echoed in his ears the tumult of Rome. 


Such was Saint Jerom, the moſt elo- 


quent panegyriſt of the Chriſtian women 


of the fourth century. That warm and 
pious writer, though generally harſh and 
obſcure, ſoftens his ſtyle in a thouſand 
places to praiſe the Marcellas, the Paulas, 


the Euſtochiums, and many other Roman 
women, who at the Capitol had embra- 
ced Chriſtianity, and ſtudied in Rome 
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ch language of the Hebrews, to read 4 


underſtand the books of Moſs, | 


When the Roman 9 like ſome 
venerable column, was puſhed from its 


baſe, and broke in pieces by the. myriads 
of the North, Chriſtianity paſſed from 


the conquered to the conquerors, and al- 
moſt entirely by the zeal of the women; 
who; at the ſame time, diffuſed the Goſ- 


pel, and ſoftened the manners of ſavages. 15 


It is of that the Chriſtian wo- 
men have, in all ages, been more anxi- 
ous of making proſelites than the men. 


Whether it be that their weakneſs takes 


advantage of the ſacred opinions, which 
are the greatęſt ſupport to the ſoul; that 
their imagination, more lively, is more 
ſtrongly inflamed by objects which are 
above nature, and ſometimes even above 


men are more connected with reflection, 


and thoſe of women with ſentiment; — 


. 89 
for the one, we know, has much more 
activity than the other; that they look 


upon Chriſtianity, which reduces all con- 
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ations to a 3 as a Cy defchet 

for them, and a couniterpoiſe to weakneſs 

againſt force; that, in ſhort, their natu- 

ral defire of ſway, which is ſuppoſed to 

have no bounds, would perhaps exerciſe 

its dominion over that which is moſt 

free, over the mind itfelf = or whatever 

be their motive, the world os” been 
88 to er ardour. 


It was women who, making the charms 
of their ſex ſubſervient to religion — 
who, raiſed to thrones by their beauty, 
drew over their huſbands to their opi- 
nions, and ſpread Chriſtianity over the 
greater part of Europe. It was by their 
means that France, England, a part of 
Germany, Bavaria, Hungary, Bohemia, 
Lithuania, Poland, Ruffia, and, for ſome 
time, that Perfia received the goſpel. By 
the ſame influence, Lombardy and Spain 
renounced the opinions of Arius. 
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I ſhall not here reptat the names of 
thoſe princeſſes. They are inſcribed in 
the barbarous annals of the times, and 

have 


£ 41 er ) 8 
lave ſince been repeated by a number * 
panegyriſts. It is ſufficient for me to 
have pointed out the ſpecies of merit for 
which they were diſtinguiſhed, and on 
what the eulogies dwell, which they re- 
ceived in their life-time, or which have 
been paid them by poſterity. 
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| een 
Of the Women of Mopern NATIONS. | 


— 


SECTION L 
Of the Inundation of the Barbarians, . 
and the Effects of Chivalry en the 


Character and the Manners of Wo- 
NEN. 


Ha does not afford ſo ſin- 
gular a revolution in policy and 
manners, as that which followed the ſub- 
verſion of the Roman empire. . 
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conflagration and ruin, who trampled on 


che monuments of art, and ſpurned the 
appendages of elegance and pleaſure, that 


we owe the bewitching ſpirit of gallantry; 
which, in theſe ages of refinement, reigns 


in the courts of Europe: and that ſyſtem, 
which has made it a prineiple of honour 


among us to conſider the women as ſo- 
vereigns, which has partly formed our 


cuſtoms, our manners, our policy, and 
which has ſo remarkably influenced our 
writings and our languages that ſyſtem, 


which has exalted the human character 
by ſoftening the empire of force; which 
aaingles politeneſs with the uſe of the 
fword, which delights in protecting the 
weak, and in conferring that importance 
which nature or fortune have denied, 
was brought hither from the. frozen 
ſhores of the Baltic, and from the . 
foreſts of the Narth. Ch n 
\ MED i 

The Bone tals in general paid 
great reſpect to women. Continually 
employed in hunting or in war, they con- 


ceicendey only to ſoften their ferocity 


in 


-- 
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It is to Nhe Hate be ſoon „ 


(6) 


in the preſence of the faĩr. Their foreſts 
were the nurſeries of chivalry. - Beauty 
was there the reward of valour. A wars 
rior, to render himſelf worthy of his 
miſtreſs, went in ſearch of glory and of 
danger. -Jealopſy produced. challenges. 
Single combats, inſtituted by love, often 
ſtained with blood the woods and the bor- 
ders of the takes; and the ſword aſcer- 
tained the * of Venus as well as 0 3 
Mars 8. 


0 us not be ſarpriſed at F man- 
ners. Among men who have made few 
advances in civilization, but who are al- 
ready united in large bodies, women have 
naturally, and muſt have, the greateſt 
ſway. Society is then fufficiently culti- 


vated to have introduced the ideas f 


preference and of choice in the con- 
nexion between the fexes, — which feem 
to be little regarded, if at all known, 
among ſavages: it is too rude to partake 
of that ftate of effeminacy, in which the 
ſenſes are enfcebled, and the affections 
worn out by habit. People but little re» 
moved trom barbar iſm, in che perfection 


N e 0 
a * 9 2 5 > = * 
F © As Cade be A oe Pig 5 * * 
7 — ee 5 7 * 3 N 
5 « 
* - ; * 1 * % 
v : : 3 : * 
2 * * 
« 


"0 
of their animal. powers, „and ignorant 0 
all thoſe artificial pleaſures created by the 
wants of poliſhed life, feel more exqui- 
fitely the pleaſures of nature, and the ge- 
nuine emotions of man. They mingle 
even with their love a kind of lope ner 
to the TROY ſex. | 


Bat of ths 3 aanba ima 
gined, that women could look into futu- 


rity, and that they had about them an 
inconceivable ſomething approaching to 


divinity. Perhaps that idea was only the 
effect of the ſagacity common to the ſex: 


and the advantage which their natural 


addreſs gave them over rough and ſimple 


Warriors; perhaps alſo thoſe barbarians, 


furpriſed at the influence which beauty 
has over force, were lead to aſcribe to 


fupernatural attraction, a charm which 


ey could not nen | 3 
A belief, Baer that the Deity 
commpnicates himſelf more readily to 
women, has at one time or other pre- 
vailed in every quarter of the earth. Not 
only the Germans, the Britons, and all 
1 7 1 
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the people of W. were: poiſed 
of it: it was women among the Greeks 
who delivered the oracles. The. reſpect ä 
which the Romans paid to the Sibyls is 
well known. The Jews had their pro- 
pheteſſes. The predictions of the Egyp- 
tian women obtained. much credit at 
Rome, even under the emperors. And 
in moſt barbarous nations, all things that 
have the appearance of being ſuperna- 
tural, the myſteries of religion, the ſe- 
crets of phyſic, and the rites of magic, 
are in the . of the women. 


3 


The babies, who over-ran Enrope, 


carried their opinions along with their 
arms. A revolution, in the manner of 
living, muſt therefore ſoon have taken 
place. The climates of the North re- 
quired little reſerve between the ſexes; 

and during the invaſions from that quar- 
ter, which continued for three or four 
hundred years, it was common to ſee 
women mixed with warriors. Hence 
that ſweet and timid Ar which has 


bear, | 
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beauty, by being waivetica to every eye, 


ceaſed to be regarded as a virtue. 


i | 


Aba the ancients,” the retirement 


of women was a long time a part of the 


conſtitution of the ſtate; becauſe the go- 


vernment and the laws reſted upon the 


manners. In modern Europe, the bar- 


barians having every where concerted 


military eſtabliſhments, paid little atten- 


tion to the manners: they reſted all 


things upon force. 


7 mingling with a corrupted people, 


who had all the vices of former proſperity 


along with thoſe of preſent adverſity, the 


conquerors were not likely to imbibe : 


more ſevere ideas. Hence we ſee thoſe 


fons of the North, in ſofter climates, 


uniting the vices of refinement to the 


ſtatelineſs of the warrior, and the pride 
of the barbarian. | | 


They endl Chriſtianity + but Ie 


rather modified than changed, their cha- 
racter. It mingled itſelf with their cuſ- 
toms, 


( 70 I 
toms, without alkering che eam, of ae 
1 | 1 


I | | Thus, by 8 were mid the RR 
_— dCations of new manners, which in mo, 
F deen Europe have brought the two ſexes 
9 more on a level, by aſſigning to the wo- 
q men a kind of ſovereignty, and apc 
I jg love with Yalour. rf 


Nearly about the time that chte revo- 
lution took place in the Weſt, a circum- 
ſtance pretty remarkable, 4 religion," 
and a people, aroſe, that eſtablifhed and 

conſecrated in the Eaſt, the domeffic ſer. | 
vitude of women : ſo that the fame era 
which gave birth to the empire of beatity 
in Europe, doomed the lovely ſex to. be 
eternal ſlaves in Aſia. Their ſlavery ex- 
tended with the arms of the conquering 

| Arabs, and their dominion and the gal- 
lantry of the. North accompanied the vie- 
tories of the ſavage, bug poet Jokes 
bitants af the pole. 


Mahometiſin. 


TX? 

The reign of chivalry already 
menced, began to advance over Europe. 
That civil and military inſtitution took 
its riſe from a train of circumſtances, and 
the native bent of the new inhabitants. 
Its true era was the fourteenth century. 


Shattered by the fall of the empire, 
Europe had not yet arrived at any degree 
of conſiſtency. After five hundred years, 

nothing was fixed; nothing, if I may uſe 
the phraſe, was moulded together. From 
the mixture of Chrilf 
cient cuſtoms of the% rbarians, fprung 
a continual diſcord-in the manners; from 


the mixture of the rights of the prieſt- 


hood with thoſe of the empire, ſprung 
a diſcord in laws and politics; from the 
mixture of the rights of ſovereigns with 
thoſe of the nobility, ſprung a diſcord 
in government; and, from the mixture 
of Arabians and Chriſtians, ſprung a 
diſcord in religions. Anarchy and con- 


fuſion were the reſult of wy many con- 


traſts. 3 . 


nity with the an- 


Chriſtia nity, 
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Chriſtianity, which had now leſt "ey 


of its original influence, like a feeble 
curb, was ſtill ſufficient to reſtrain che 
weak paſſions, but was no longer able 
to bridle the ſtrong. It produced re- 
morſe, but could not prevent guilt. 
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£ The people of thoſe times made pil. 


| 
1 grimages, and they pillaged : they maſſa- 
4 cred, and they afterwards did pennance. 
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- Robbery and debauchery were We wake | 
with ſuperſtition. 2 N 
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It was in this. era 1 the nobility, 
idle and warlike, from a ſentiment of 
natural equity, and that uneaſineſs which 
follows the perpetration of violence 
from the double motive of religion and 
of heroiſm, aſſociated themſelves to ef. 
fect in a body what government had ne- 
glected, or but poorly executed. Their 
object was to combat the Moors in Spain, 
the Saracens in Aſia, the tyrants of the 
caſtles and ſtrong holds in Germany, 
and in France; to aſſure the ſafety of 
travellers, as Hercules and Theſcus die 
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of old; and, above all things, to defend 
the honour and protect the rights of the 
feeble ſex, againſt - che too frequent vil 


lany and a moe the ſtrong. 


A noble Spirit of gallantry ſoon ming- 
led itſelf with that inſtitution. Every 

knight, in «devoting himſelf to danger, 
liſted himſelf under ſome lady as his ſo- 
vereign. It was for her that he attacked, 

for her that he defended, for her that 

he mounted the walls of cities and of 
caſtles — and for her eee chat he thed- * 

his blood. W 


N was oy one large Held 'of 
battle,” where warriors clad in armour, 
and adorned with ribbands and with the 
cyphers of their miſtreſſes, engaged in 
cloſe . to merit the favour of Wn 


Fidelity was then effociated wit con- 
rage, and love was acer connected 
with honour. | 


— 


The v women, pb of u hte ſway, and 
of receiving it from the hands of virtue, 
Von.. H . became 
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their lovers, and reciprocated pe Mons as 
noble as thoſe they inſpired- An — 
nerous choice debaſed them,. The ten“ 
der ſentiment was never felt but when 
united with glory; and the manhers 
breathed an inexpreſſible ſomething of 
pride, heroiſm, and RR Ng 
Was den er In” 417 Fatt 
17 IS 8 713755 s. I 
Ben eib never — o 
ſweet, or ſo powerful an empire overcthe 
heart. Hence | thoſe conſtant paſſions | 
which our levity cannot ccomprekendg 
and which our manners, our little weak- 
neſſes, our per petual xhirſt of hopes and 
deſires, our liſtleſs anxiety chat. »tor« 
ments us, and which tires itſelf in the 
purſuit of emotion without pleaſure; and 
of impulſe without aim, lead us to res 
ject, are turned every day into ridicule 
on our theatres, in our converſations, 
and in our lives. An bh 26295 


* 


But 1 it is nevertheleſs erue, that thoſe 


6 7 » 
diſtances where love, God only! By Msi 


kces, ſacrificed itſelf unceaſingly to ho- 


nour, reinvigorated the characters and 
the ſouls. of the two ſexes; gave more 
energy to the one, and more elevation to 
the other; chatiged: men into heroes, and 
inſpired the women with a pride — which 
was by no means mn 0 virtue. | 
| The e aceount of the origin 
nd progreſs of chivalry, / ſeems naturally: 
to ariſc out of the hiſtory of the times, 
and is founded upon the authority of the 
beſt early writers. But there are two late 
writers, af ſo high, and fuch juſtly me- 
rited reputation, that it would be an in- 
jury to the public to omit their opinion, 
and a crime againſt genius, to alter their 
expreſſion: they ſhall therefore ſpeak for 
themſelves, for the women, and for us; 
for their ſentiments ſeem. a to cor 
roborate ours. c 2 
135 The tem of -olivaley; „Hen com- 
2 formed,” ſays profeſſor Fergu- 
for y, © proceeded on a marvellous reſpect 
and veneration to cbs fair ſex, on forms 
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what was to be held meritorious and 
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of combat eſtabliſned, and on a'ſapi 


poſed junction of the heroic and ſanc- 
tified character. The formalities of the 
duel, and akind of judicial challer ge, 


were known among the ancient Celtic 
nations of Europe. 
eyen in their native foreſts, paidta kind 
of devotion to the female ſex. «Phe 


Fhe Germans, 


Chriſtian religion enjoined meekneſs 
and compaſſion to barbarous ages. 


Theſe different principles combined to- 


gether, may have ſerved as the foun- 


dation of a ſyſtem, in which courage 


was directed by religion and love, and 
the warlike and gentle were united to- 
gether. When the characters of the 
hero and the ſaint were mixed; the 


mild. ſpirit of Chriſtianity, though of- 


ten turned into- venom by the bigotry: 
of oppoſite parties, though it could 
not always ſubdue the ferocity of the 
warrior, nor ſuppreſs the admiration 
of courage and force, may have con- 
firmed the apprehenfions of men in 


ſplendid in the conduct of their UV "8 
rels. 
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0 he feudal eſtabliſhm nents,” By the 


1 rank to which they elevated cer 


tain families, no doubt greatly fa 


: — this romantic ſyſtem. Not only 
the luſtre of a noble deſeent, but the 
| ſtately caſtle beſet with battlements and 


towers, ſerved. to inflame the imægina- 


tion, and to create a veneration for the 
daughter and the fiſtey of gallant 
chiefs, whoſe point of honour it was 
to be inacceſſible and chaſte, and who 
could perceive no merit but that of the 
high-minded and the brave, nor be 
approached in any other accents than, 
thoſe ef era and en *.2 | 


D 
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$ From We previdifing ſpirit f ede 


times,“ ſays profeſſor Millar, the art 
of war became the ſtudy of every one 
who was deſirous of maintaining the 
character of a gentleman. The youth- 
were early initiated in the profeſſion of 
arms, and ſerved a fort of apprentiee- 


ſhip under Pere of wank wake m__ 


MW Fay on the bitory- ol Civil | Sac, u iv. 
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reality the ſervant of that zen 20 
whom he had attached himſelf, apd 


whoſe virtues were ſet before him as 4 


model which he propoſed to imitate, 
He was taught to perform with eaſe 
and dexterity thoſe exerciſes which 
were either ornamental or uſeful, and 


at the ſame time he endeavoured to ac- 


quire thoſe talents and accompliſnmentz 
which were thought ſuitable to his 
profeſſion- He was taught to look | 
upon it as his duty to check the inſo- 
lent» to reſtrain the oppreſſor, to pro- 


tecb the weak and defencelefs; to bes 
have with frankneſs and humanity even 
to an enemy, with modeſty and polite- 


neſs to all. According to the profi- 
ciency which he had made, he was pro- 
portionably advanced in rank and cha- 


racter, and was honoured with new 


titles and marks of diftin&tion, till at 
length he arrived at the dignity of 


knighthood ; a dignity which even the 
greateſt potentates were ambitious of 
acquiring, as it was ſuppoſed to dillls 
* a an who had obtained t e 


* 


moſt complete military education, and 
© who had attained to a high degree of 
ecminence in thoſe particular qualities 
«© which were then e en r 
and reipocted..” 5 


© The ſituation of aki m- chose 
periods had alſo a manifeſt tendency to 
© heighten and improve the paſſion be- 
- tween the ſexes, It was not to be ex- 
pected that thoſe opulent chiefs, who 
were ſo often at variance; and who 
maintained a conſtant oppoſition to 
each other, would allow any ſort of 
familiarity to take place between the 
members of their reſpective families. 
Retired: in their own caſtles, and ſur- 
rounded by their numerous 'vaſſals, 
they looked upon their neighbours ei- 
ther as inferior to them in rank, or 
as enemies, againſt whom they were 
| obliged to be conſtantly upon their 
guard, They behaved to each other 
with that ceremonious civility which 
the laws of chivalry required; but at 
the ſame time with that reſerve and 
ö canin Which a regard to their own 
* 8 * ſafety 
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* obſerve.” The young knight ag he 
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6 


marched to the tournament ſaw at 4 
diſtance the daughter of the chiefran 


by whom the ſhow was exhibited; and 


© it was even with difficulty that he could 
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obtain aceeſs to her, in order to de- 
clare the ſentiments with which the'had 


infpired him. He was entertained by 


her relations with that. cold reſpe& | 
which demonſtrated their unwillingneſ$- 


to contract an alliance with him. The 


lady herfelf was taught to aſſume the 


pride of her family, and to think that 
no perſon was worthy of her affection 
who did. not poſſeſs the moſt exalted 
rank and character. To have given 
way to a ſudden inclination would have 
diſgraced her for ever in the opinion of 
all her kindred; and it was only by 4 
long courſe of attention, and of the 
moſt reſpectful ſervice, that the lover 
could hope for n favour from * 
miſtreſs. 
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„ 
che inhabitants, * thoſe auc the 
weaker ſex, were frequently expoſed, 


gave ample ſcope for the difplay of mi- 
litary talents; and the knight who had 


nothing to do at home was encouraged 


to wander from place to place, and 


from one court to another, in queſt of 
adventures; in which he endeavoured 
to advance his reputation in arms, and 
to recommend himſelf to the fair, of 
whom he was enamoured, by fighting 


with every perfon who was fo inconfi- 


derate as to difpute her unrivalled 
beauty, virtue, or" perſonal aceompliſh- 
ments. Thus, while his thoughts were 
conſtantly fixed upon the fame object, 
and while his imagination, inflamed by 


abſence and repeated diſappointments, 


was employed in heightening all thoſe 


charms by which his deſires were con- 


tinually excited, his paſſion was at 


length wrought up to the higheſt pitch; 


and uniting with the love of fame, be- 
came the ruling and governing prin- 
ciple of his conduct, and gave a parti- 


cular turn and direction to all his ſen- 
- timents and, opinions, 
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l As there were: many genfoile in 8 
bl Els ſame, ſituation, ſo they were naturally / 
by * inſpired with ſimilar ſentimentse Rivals | 
to one another in military glory, they 
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| © were often competitors, as Milton ex- 
of preſſeth it, to win her grace whom |} 
i all commend ;' and the fame emulation 
"0 © which diſpoſed. them to aim at pre. 
f eminence in the one reſpect, excited 


0. 


them with no leſs eagerneſs to diſpute 
the preference in the other. Their diſa 
poſitions and manner of thinking be? 
came faſhionable, and were gradually 
diffuſed by the force of education and 
example. To be in love was looked 
upon as one of the neceſſary qualiſica- 
tions of a knight; and he was no leſs 
ambitious of ſhewing his conſtancy and 
fidelity to his miſtreſs, than of diſplay- 
ing his military virtues. He aſſumed 
the title of her ſlave or ſervant. By 
this he diſtinguiſhed himſelf in every 
combat in which he was engaged; and 
his ſucceſs was ſuppoſed to redound to 
her honour, not leſs than to his on. 
If ſhe had beſtowed upon him a 
ſent to be worn in the field of battle itt 
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as a ſure edge of Rey? And us . 
ing upon him the ſtrongeſt obligation 
to act in ſuchꝭ a manner as would ren- 
der him worthy — the favour which 
he had: ee, . 3 i 


5 


F 7 or 
1». . 4 


0 The A 10 5 4 faith i "ihe 
© diſtant ſentimental attachment, which 

© commonly occupied the heart of every 
warrior, and which he profefſed' upon 

© all occaſions, was naturally productive . 
© of the utmoſt purity of manners, ant 
© of great reſpect and veneration for the 
© female ſex. Perſons who made a point 
© of defending the reputation and dig- 

© nity: of that particular lady to whom 

© they were devoted, became thereby ex- 

© tremely cautious and delicate; leſt, by 
any inſinuation whatever, they ſhould 

© hurt the character of another,. and be. 
© expoſed to the juſt eenſure and reſent- 
-© ment of thoſe by whom ſhe was pro- 
| '* tected, A woman who deviated 10 far 


Memoires ſur l“ ancienne chevlre M. te ta 
Curne de Ste. Palaye, 5 par 
222 From: 
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< em the eſtabliſhed maxims 00 the *. 
as to violate the laws of chaſtity, 
1 Sek deſerted hy every day, e 
« therefore univerſally... contemned and 
© inſulted. But thoſe who adhered to 
© the ſtrict rules of virtue, and main- 
© tained an unblemiſhed reputation; were 
y treated like Apis a beg As | 
3 7 Gt was the 1 "ich, aki Wie 

gave birth to an incredible number of 
performances in honour and in praiſe of 
women. The verſes of the bards, the 
Italian ſonnet, the plaintive romance, the 
poems of chivalry, the Spaniſh and 
French Dances Fs were ſo be monu- 
W K 1 a 


Obſervailons concerning de DiſtinQion of: Ranks | 
in Society, Chap. I. | 
+ Theſe compoſitions, all once ſo much celebrated, 

are only calculated to gratify a-Vain curioſity, . The 
may be compared to the ruins of a Gothic palace: 'al- 
moſt all of them have the ſame foundation; and tie 
praiſes in the one are as uniform as the apartments in | 
the other. All the women are PRINT of Veal JL 08 
miracles of virtue. | 
The diverſity of nations, bewever, has ſhewn debe 
in the manner of painting the ſame objects. Hence the 
French compoſitions. have moſt. ſimplicity, the = 
moſt depth, the Spaniſh moſt imagination —and th "08: 
ſon is obvious. The ſimplicity of the French wr ritet 
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ments of that kind, compoſed” in the 
time of a noble barbariſm, and of a he- 
roiſm in which the great and the ridi- 


culous were often blendet. 


1 2 
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In the courts, in the fields of battle or 
of tournament; every thing breathed of 
women :— and the ſame taſte prevailed in 
letters. One did not write, one did not 
think, but for them. The ſame man 
was often both poet and warrior; he 
ſung to his lyre, and encountered with 
his lance, by turns, for the beauty that 


o 


he adored. 1 | 3 


The times, and the manners of chi- 


proceeded from the uncompounded manners of a people 
{till in a ſtate of military ſubordination, and more ac- 

cuſtomed to fight than to think: the depth of the Ita- 
lian writers was the effect of more cultivated minds, 
more intercourſe with ſtrangers, more diverſified man= 
ners, and of a crowd of little political intereſts: the 
pomp and imagination of the Spaniſh writers took its rife 
from an ancient pride, from the activity of ſouls more 
ſublimed by the ſun, and from the mixture of the Moors 
and Arabs with the native inhabitants of the country; 
which laſt circumſtance muſt have had a prodigious influ» 
ence upon the manners, upon the Language, and, by the 
manaer of painting objects, upon the manner of ſeeing 
them. For, if the genius of a people forms their lan- 
guage, the characteriſtie of language muſt ſtamp itſelf 
pon genius. ns, gs BA 
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manded their armies, and obtained vie. | 
| tories. Such was the celebrated Joan de 


valry, by bringing ment pI” bold 
adventures, and I know not what of ex- 


travagant heroiſm into faſhion, inſpired 
the women with the ſame taſte... The 


two ſexes always imitate each other ; 
their manners and their minds are-refined 


or corrupted, invigorazed or diſſolved 
together. Eh A Sibel. 7 ve NT EO 


i The women, in conſequence of the 
prevailing paſſion, were now ſeen i in the 
middle of camps and of armies they 


quitted the ſoft and tender inclinations, 
and the delicate offices of their own ſex, 


for the courage and the toilſome occupa- 
tions of ours. During the cruſades, ani- 


mated by the double enthuſiaſm of reli- 
gion and of valour, they often performed 4 


the moſt romantic exploits ; obtained in- 


dulgencies on the field of battle, and died 


with arms in their hands, by the ſide of | 


their lovers or of their huſbands. 


In Europe, the women attacked 4 | 
defended fortifications ; princeſſes comes 
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Mountfort, difputing for Her ducky of TR 
Bretagne, and fighting herſelf, Such | 
was that ſtill mofe celebrated Margaret of 
Anjou“, active and intrepid, general and 
ſoldier, whoſe genius ſupported a long 

time a feeble huſband; which taught him 

to conquer; which replaced him upon 

the throne 3 which twice relieved him 

from priſon ; and, oppreſſed by fortune : 
and by rebels, which did not bend, till 

after ſhe had decided in + perfor weve 
battles. 


. TThe'warlike ſpirit among the women, 
conſiſtent with ages of barbariſm, when 
every thing is impetuous, becauſe nothing 
is fixed) and when all exceſs is the exceſs 
of force, continued” in Europe upwards 
of four hundred years, ſhewing W 
from time to time, and always in . 
middle of convulſions, or on the eve of 
great revolutions. i Es 
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But chere were eras and countries in 
_ that ſpirit. ay eee rag * 1 | 
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luſtre. Such were. hs 1 it Ws 
in the fifteenth and ſixteenth centuries in 
Hungary, and in the iſlands of the Ar- 
chipelago and the. Mediterranean, When 
8 r were invaded by the Erle. | "its = 


3 thing ennfpired\y to animate the 
women of thoſe countries with an ex- 
alted courage: the prevailing ſpirit of 
the foregoing ages; the terror which the 
name of the Turks inſpired; the till | 
more dreadful apprehenſions of an un- 
known enemy; the difference of drefs, 
which. has a ſtronger effect than is com- 
monly ſuppoſed. on the imagination of a 
people; the difference of religion, which 
produced a kind of ſacred horrour the 
ſtriking difference of manners; and, 
above all, the confinement of the female 
ſox ; which, though in the Eaſt. conſi- 
dered only as à civil and political inſtitu- 
tion, preſented to the women of Europe 
nothing but the frightful ideas of ſervi- 
tude and of a maſter— the graans of ho- 
nour, the tears of beauty in the embrace 
of barbariſm, and the double Wai or 
love and pride J. . 
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—— nay: ſometimes even a courage 
of enthuſiaſm, which hurled itſelf againſt” 


the enemy; and that courage was aug- 
mented; by the promiſes of 4 religion, 
which offered eternal happineſs in ex- 
n _ wa: gs: oe 4 moment. 
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It is not erate) Aaopiedig7 that _ 


* three beautiful women of the Ile of 
Cyprus were led priſoners to Selim, to 
be ſecluded in the ſeraglio, one of them 


preferring death to ſuch a condition, 


conceived the project of ſetting fire to 
the magazine; and, after Mving commu- 
nicated her deſign to the reſt, put it in 
execution; that the year following, a 

city of Cyprus being beſieged by the 
Turks, the women ran in/crowds, ming- 
led themſelves with the ſoldiers, and, 
fighting gallantly in the breach, were 
the means of ſaving their country; that, 
under Mahomet II. a girl of the ifle of 


Lemnos, armed with the ſword and 
ſhield of her father, who had: fallen in 
battle, 
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lente dppoſed; * Turks, when, ney | 
bag ores. 4 gate, and. —— hem. 


ina number of geges and battles. pc's: 4 
the Turks *; —that, in the two celebrat- 
ed ſieges of Rhodes and Malta, the wo- 
men ſeconding the zeal of the knights, 
diſeovered upon all occaſions the greateſt 
intrepidity: not only that impetuous and 
temporary impulſe which deſpiſes death, 
but that cool and deliberate fortitude 
which can ſupport the continued hard- 
1 755 the n and. the miſrries as Wars 
That era, 5 1 multiplied." exam- 
ples of courage among the women merit 
our moſt ſerious-attention::. but only to 
conſider the revolutions of hiſtory, to ob- 
ſerve, in the iſlands of the. Archipelago, | 
the deſcendants of the illuſtrious Greeks, - | 
after a revolution of fifteen hundred 
years, became Chriſtians, and. ſubjects of | 
the republic of Venice, defending their 
cities and their coaſts againſt che e 


A woman of Tranſylvania, | ip different corel nts, 
is faid to have killed ſix janiſ. ries with her ow — 
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a the conquering; Tartars, who carried 
to the countries of Homer and Plato the 


tereſting ſp Ctacle,, n lec- 
tions of every inen. {66 ich rb 


The Bun . 


ſent us with a. ſpectacle leſs ſingular. We 
cannot. doubt that it was the double mo- 
tive of religion and honour, which exalt- 


of women. 


SECTION 1. 


Of the Rexinal of ee = a {via 
_—_ ing. of nn. | 


ERK war reigned. in F 
in Hungary, and in the iſlands 
of the Mediterranean, which ſeemed only 
ſo many theatres for the illuſtrious acti- 
ons of women, another revolution took 


religion of an Arabian, prophet, is an in- 


3 in cake. i 
counters with the ſame Tartars, do not pre- 


ed their courage to ſuch a height: for 
theſe are the two principles which in all 
ages have given Nn to * great ee | 


place in n the revival of arts and | 
7] of 
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: Ideas are taken for idtas: themſelves.” We 


letters. That era been Pr" cello 


to the ideas and ocenpations of the female f 


ex. 6 'A Ny l after Eno ; 00 * 


There is a time when the Saba of 


hope to inſtru ourſelves: by learning 


words; as. ſome projectors have hoped to 1 


enrich themſelves by exploring mines, 
Languages are other wiſe ſo wary chains 


of enigmas, where ideas are hid, and 
never could provoke our aſſiduity. Be. 


fore the exerciſe of thought, we would 
know the hiſtory of the thoughts of o- 
thers. This proceſs is perhaps even ne- 
ceſſary. In the infancy of life, the ſenſes 


collect the materials: of thinking; in the 


infancy of letters, the mind treaſures up 
words, to combine them afterwards. In 
both caſes, it is the memory that gives 


| activity to the roſe 17 the e intelle@tual pow- 


| 8Ers. * * { | 25 . 
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As words lead to karate the ancient 


| philoſophy revived with the languages. 


Perſons: 


Perſons of auſtere minds and obtuſe frel- 
ings, thoſe who looked upon cold reaſon 
to be right reaſon, ho ſet moſt value u- 
pon a certain logic that reſtrains, a ſub- 
tilty that divides, and a vague obſcurity 
which exerciſes the underſtanding, and 
leaves it the merit of determining for it - 
ſelf, and of fixing its ideas, made choice 
of the philoſophy of Ariſtotle: But people 


of ſenſibility and fancy, thoſe who could 5 


pardon errors for eloquence, who. pre- 
ferred a ſublime and ſeraphic ſyſtem of 
metaphyſics to a dry logic, and elegant 


alluſions to ſylogiſtic quibbles; thoſe, in — 


ſhort, who had ſouls upon which ideas, 
even chimerically refined, of perfection, 
of order, and of beauty, made a deep and 
lively impreſſion, devoted nnen to, 
the philofophy of Plato. | 


The philoſdphy of Ariſtotle e ee 
the univerſities and the cloiſters; the po- 
ets, the lovers, the ſentimental philoſoph- 
ers, and the Re were ok diſciples of 
Plato, 5 Pe E gs 0 


— 


Theology, 


{ : 


Theology, ne wink "poopie 14s 
man reaſonings to celeſtial matters, was | 
another kind of knowledge which then 
employed and engaged the mind: it was 
faſhionable, and it was neceffary that it 
mould be ſo. It was a magazine for the 
wars of religion, a ſupport for the court 
of Rome, and a ſure road to honour and 
preferment, A high value was therefore 
put on: that ſeience; and the defcendants 
of the ancient Romans became celebrated 
by their religious ſtudies, in the country |: 
where their anceſtors had been fo much 
renowned 1 * r vidories. (2 ) 0 ve 


4 ey times of 3 65 6 1 f 
men and of domeſtic broils, law and 
order muſt have been highly prized. Ju- 
riſprudence was therefore - cultivated. |} 
They had not ſufficient knowledge to be- 
come legiſlators 3 but they ſtudied; they 1 
explained, they altered, EI Gm 4 
ache Roman las. SF, 1 


| Chivalry now „ began to decline in Bu 
rope; but it left behind it a tincture of 
romantic gallantry i in the manners, which 

communicated 
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Many weites were A ritten, ex- 
preſſive of paſſions either real or feigned, 
but always reſpectful and tender: and as 
in France, where the diſſipated nobility 
ſpent their life in war, love was general - 
ly painted under the idea of a conqueſt; ! 
in Italy, where another-ſet-of ideas pre- 
vailed, it was always enen as an 
adoration « or WIN: - LEE 

This confuſion of . 3 
ry, of Platoniſm and poetry, of the ſtu- 
dy of the languages and of the laws, of 
the ancient philoſophy and the modern 
theology, formed the general character 
of the moſt illuſtrious men of thoſe dg 
The ſame obſervation may bee, to 
the moſt, celebrated women. 825 


Never were che women ſo univerſAly 
diſtinguiſhed for profound learning, as 
in this period. Perhaps as it followed 
the ages of chivalry, when ſeveral wo- 
men had diſputed with men the prize of 

| | e 


„ 
valour, willing. to eſtabliſh «hs 445 8 
of their ſex in all things, they were am- 
bitious to prove that they had as much 
genius as courage; and to ſubject, even 
by their talents, thoſe over guns: 9 
0 by lt their er 7 R 


| What firikes us mot candid in 
his era is, the general ſpirit, We ſee | 
women preach; and unwind controverſy; | 
women publicly ſupport theſes; women 
fill the chairs of philoſophy and of law; 
women harrangne in Latin before the 
Popes; women write in Greek, and read 
Hebrew; nuns, poeteſſes; women of qua- 
lity, divines; and (which happened more 
than once) young girls perfected in elo- 
quence, with the ſweeteſt features and 
the ſofteſt voice, pathetically exhorting 
the Holy Father and the Chriſtian princes 
to declare war againſt the Turks. 5 


of” 


The gb eh has animated 
women in all ages ſhowed itſelf at this 
time, but it changed its form. It had 
made them, by wan n; apoſtles, 

| LTD warring 


Ts) 


' warriors,\. and "coneluded-. ww making | 
them divines and ſcholars. 


1 1 
An bre value was ſtill ſet on the 
ſtudy of languages. In private families, 
in the cloiſters, in the courts, and even 
on the thrones the ſame reigned, 
It was but a poor qualification for a wo- 
man to read Virgil and Cicero. 'The 
mouth of a young Italian, Spaniſh, or 
Britiſh lady, ſeemed adorned with a par- 
ticular grace, when ſhe repeated ſome 
Hebrew phraſe, or CUES: out ſome 
verſes of Hue e | 
Poet; ſo eng to the imagination, 
and to ſuſceptible” hearts, was embraced 
with ardour by the women. It was a 
new and pleaſing” exertion of talents, 
which flattered ſelf- love, and amuſed the 
mind. Perhaps too that want which 
they muſt have experienced, ſpite of 
themſclves, and even without knowing 
it, in a ſubtile philoſophy, an abſtract 
theology, and an empty ſtudy of dialects 
and of ſounds, would make them more 
ſenſible to the charms of an art, which 
Vol. I. K cContinually 
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the great church of Bologna; and, to be 


to a chair, where ſhe taught the law to 


continually feeds the. imagination: x h 
its images, and- he: heart with its . 
ments. 


FT 


— 115 


I hall r 2 8 of hes 108. 
men, who were moſt celebrated for their 
learning and talents in that ny & | 
would be al to double the liſt. 


10 whe: denne Lentueyz a | 1 
lady of Bologna, devoted herſelf to the 
ſtudy of the Latin language, and of the 
laws. At the age of nee, ſhe 
pronounced a funeral oration in Latin in 


admired as an orator, {he had neither 
need of indulgence on account of her 
youth nor of her ſex. At the age of 
twenty- ſix ſhe took the degree of a doctor 
of laws, and began publicly to expound 
the Inſtitutions of Juſtinian. At the age 
of thirty, her great reputation raiſed her 


a prodigious concourſe of ſcholars from 
all nations. She joined the charms and 
accompliſhments of a woman to all the 
knowledge of a man. But ſuch was the 


3 


power of her eloquence, n her beauty 
was only e * Hor . was 


In che fourteerith century, à like ex- 
ample was exhibited in that city. In the 
fifteenth century, the: ſame prodigy re- 
newed itſelf there a third time: and I 
cannot help here remarking, that even 
at this day, in the city of Bologna, there 
is ſtill a learned chair et with honour 
by a woman. b 

ArNenite, in the courſe of the four- 
teenth century, two. celebrated women 
attract our notice, the one (Modeſta di. 
Pozzo di Zorzi) compoſed ſucceſsfully. a 
great number of pieces in verſe, ſerious, 
comic, heroic, and tender; and ſome 


paſtorals, which were much admired : 


The other, (Caſſandra Fidele) who was 


one of the moſt learned women. of Italy, 


wrote equally well the three languages of 
Homer, Virgil, and Dante, and in verſe 
as well as in proſe. She poſſeſſed all the 
philoſophy of her own, and of the pre- 
ceding ages; ſhe. embelliſhed with graces 
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theology itſelf; Hos dub Ted © theſes 
with the- ron en Aae bers 
lectures at Padua; ſhe joined to her ſe. 
rious ſtudies the elegant arts, prey 
muſic, and ſoftened her learning ſtill 

farther by her manners. She received 
homage from ſovereign pontiffs and ſo- 
vereign princes; and, that ſhe might be 
ſingular in all e 5 Krell DOR | 
7 de eg W a = 1 
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At Milan a th of thay | iltoferions 
houſe of Trivulzio, early in life, deli- 
vered a great number of elegant diſ. 
courſes before popes and e 
the ancient e of os UE 

. „D 

A Garbo, in ah ee 
Ifotta Nogarolla, acquired fo great 
reputation by her eloquence that kings 
were curious to liſten, and ſcholars to 
attend, to eng: an to W. 7 220 


2 25 


At Florencę, a nun of ths! houſe of 1 
trotz. diſpelled the languor and indo- 


. lence of the cloiſter by her Toy for bers 


W 
ters; andz it Ber bolitude, 1 was Enown 
over Fealy, Gerinany, and Frante, 8 


n 
* 


At Naples, Sarrockia compoſed 4 ce- 


lebrated poem upon Scanderbeg; and, in 
her life-time, Was. compared to p nend 


and to: Taſſo. 2 3 7 


» * N 


it Rome) we and Victoria esto, 


marchioneſs of Peſcaira, who paſſionately 
loved and. ſucceſsfully cultivated letters; 


and who, left in youth to mourn a great 

and gallant huſband, ſpent the reſt of 

her life in ſtudy, and in ſorrow, cele- 

brating in her neh Wen her long 
loſt heros 


In Spain we ſer Laibe of Rofera, 
preach in the great church of Barcelona, 
come to Rome under Paul HI. there con- 
vert the Jews by her eloquence, and 


comment upon the learned Scotus, with 


applauſe, before the cardinals and arch- 
biſhops ;z — Ifabclla of Cardoua, who un- 


derſtood: the Latin, the Greek, and the 


Hebrew, and who, though poſſeſſed of 


n reputation, and. riches, had ſtill 


5 the 


_— 


the.. whim, of de a 4 a 
took degrees. in divinity 3 — Carharine 


niſh verſes, partly devotional: and partly 
amorous; — Aloyſia Sigea of Toledo, 
ſtill more celebrated than, the three for- 


who wrote a letter in theſe five languages 


ſhe compoſed. Several Pieces, and. as 
young. 


under Charles IX. was celebrated even in 


| beheld. with wonder, at court, a young 
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ancient languages with no leſs rn | 
than grace. 1 
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Ribera, who compoſed a great many Spa- 


mer, who, beſides Latin, Greek, and He- 
brew, underſtood Arabic and Syriac ; 


to. pope Paul III. who was afterwards 
called to the court of Portugal, where 


In. France we ſee . women pok | 
ſeſſed of all the learning of the times, 
particularly the ducheſs of Retz, who 


Italy, and who aſtoniſhed the Poliſh no- 
bility when they came to demand, the 
duke of Anjou. for their king. They 


lady ſo intelligent, and who ſpoke the 
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eymours, fiſters, nieces to a king, and 
daughters to a protector, all celebrated 


for their learning, and for their elegant 
Latin verſes, which were tranſlated and 
repeated all over Europe; — Jane Gray, 
whoſe elevation to the throne was only a 
ſtep to the ſcaffold, and who read before 
her death, in Greek, Plato's Dialogue on 
the. Immortality of the Soul; - nox can 
ve paſs by the eldeſt daughter of the il- 
luſtrious chancellor, Sir Thomas More, 


whoſe learning was almoſt eclipſed by her 
virtues; who correſponded in Latin with 
the great Eraſmus, who ſtyled her the 
ornament of Britain; and who, after ſhe 


had conſoled her father in priſon, had 


ruſhed through the guards to ſnatch a 


laſt embrace, had. obtained the liberty. of 
paying him funeral honours, had pur- 


chaſed his head with a bribe, — accuſed 


herſelf, and loaded with fetters for two 


crimes — for having watched the head of 
| her father as a relique, and for having 
preſerved his books and writings — ap- 


peared with unconcern before her judge; 
Juſtified herſelf with that eloquence which 
virtue 


OY we. meet with the * 


Kan 1 < "IF 
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("tak * i. ul 
virtue beſtows on injured 4 W 


manding 2h admiration and reſpekt, and 
Fpent the remainder of her Ta inf oli 
_ in a ſorrow, and in in ſtudy. * FE 

act 


We behold in Becel Karp We, 
Kate of that crown, the moſt beautiful 
woman of her age, and one of the moſt 
learned, who could write and ſpeak fix 
languages; who made elegant verſes in 
French; and who, when very young, 
delivered an oration in Latin to the court 
of France, to prove that the ſtudy of 
letters is conſiſtent with the female cha - 
racter. So lovely, and fo happy an ex- 
ample of the truth which ſhe advanced, 
could not fail to convince. Mary added 
to her learning, a delicate taſte in the 
polite arts, particularly muſic, and 2. 
dorned the whole with the moſt Tai 4 
and courtly manners. 


Several * were even deſirous of 
uniting every ſpecies of e ai 1 
tome CONE. 4 | 
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was not then indeed ſo much known. 
Luxury, and the want of occupation, 


had not introduced the cuſtom of fitting 


faſhions. Some uſe was made of time. 
Hence that variety of languages, arts, 
and ſciences, which were erf ty 


women. 2 | 1 


culiar to the infancy. of letters. In child 
hood, all the world over- rate their pow- 
ers. It is only by meaſuring them that 
we come to know them. The defires 
themſelves were then” more eaſily ſatisfied 


and the mind, more active than extended, 


reach the depth of the ſciences, ought 
naturally to have conſidered them as a 
ſacred depoſit in books, 7 ant Aer me- 
mory would neceſſarily e N m 


i! 


se- 


What has Ry” nce been called $OCIETY 


five or ſix hours before a glaſs, to invent 


It is bur; Jul, Aae to „ ebderees | 
that the vanity of being univerſal is pe- 


than the thirſt of learning. People were 
more anxious to know than to think; 


unable yet to comprehend the ſecret, or 
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F he. women * thats. ages were m- 
bitious of arraying themſelves in the 
er of men, the men were at all 
times ready with their panegyrics to re- 
turn the compliment to the women. I 
was the ſequel of the general ſpirit, 
which carried gallantry, into letters as 1 


a introduced it into arm. 


HL 


5 - £47 

qe BIG in particalne- was over-run with 
performances of that kind. The firſt 
who gave the example was Boccace. He 
paſſionately loved and was beloved by the. 
women; and compoſed in Latin a tre- 
tiſe hire the ſex. It is intituled, 4 
Or ILLVUSsTRIOUSG WOMEN. - In ſearch 1 


of theſe he wanders through the whole 
circuit of; fable; through the Greek, 
Roman, and Sacred Hiſtories ; and places 


together Plcopatra and Lucretia, Flora 


we 
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' and Pan. Seen 2 and. 
Athalia * . 10 be JST 


- of 


of * I 
1 * 
F F . 748 
K © £5 * 142 


* ee il all rhings be ro 
re- eſtabliſn the reputation of Dido, in 
oppoſition to Virgil. The panegyriſt 
proves againſt the poet, that the widow 
of Sichæus was never r to "ING 
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11 js umb 600 M Boca after 
wards, in an eloquent and vigorous ſe- 
quel to that treatiſe, harrangue againſt 
the Chriſtian widows who married again. 
The author of the Decameron cites St. 
Paul, and explains the text of that 

Apoſtle to a young widow, who excuſed 
herſelf on account of her age for not 
imitating Dido. This piece, which af- 
fords ſo much pleaſantry, is of a ſerious 
caſt ; and, what will ſcarcely be van 
the moral of Boccace | is enn 


The: exnih bas ow, a multi- 
tude of writers publiſhed ſucceſſively pa- 
negyrical catalogues of the nen 


I ofcph 


women of all nations, © 


the 07h of his zeal, he ent it | 
with fifty new articles. — Serdo- 
nati, thinking the work not yet com- 
plete, collected from hiſtorians, ſacred | 
and profane, barbarous and poliſhed, the 1 
names of all the women of eminence 
which had been omitted, and added: 

the catalogue a hundred and ewenty Par 


. e L 0 2 een 


2 ls not 41. dts de 5 
gamo, an Auguſtine monk, publiſhed a 
volume in Latin Or ILLUSTRITOOUS Wo- 
MEN. Another performance n the 
ſame ſubject was publiſhed by Julius 
Cæſar Capacio, ſecretary to the city of 
Naples; ; — one by Charles Pinto, in Latin, 
and in verſe ; —,one by Ludovico Dome 
nichi ; — one by James Philip Thomaſſini, 
biſhop of Venice; — and one by Bernard | 
Scardioni, a canon of Padua, Or. TRY 
ILLUSTRIOUS har e OF. PuDUae” + 


Arens A della Chieſa, biſhop 


of Salurca, wrote | a treatiſe on TAK 
Won 
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melite, wrote. another on THR WOuE&XN 
ILLUSTRIOUS'BY THEIR WRITINGS3 
and Alexander Van Denbuſche, of the 


LEARNED WORE . 1 1 


The erleben Father le Moine my 
tome wrote THE LIvEs OF ILLUS= 


and a courtier, ſpeaks only of queens 
and princeſſes, It is in his writings that 
we find the panegyric of Catherine of 
Medicis, and of the famous Joan of 
Naples. In his prolix ſtyle, ſimple and 
plain, Brantome juſtifies the conduct of 
theſe two queens. He tells us that the 
ſecond was without weaknefs, and the 
firſt free of guilt. He abſolves the one 
of her 1 incontinence, and the murder of 
her huſband ; and the other of the civil 


lomew. OED 5 


Vor. ; . I. Aker 


— Lewis Jacob de St. Charles, a Car- 
Low Countries, wrote one on Tu E 


liſhed a volume under the title of GAL E- 
RIE DE FEMMUES FoORTES; and Bran- 


ſcrved that Brantome, a French Knight 


Wars, and the e, R t. Bartho- . 


% 


. each volume conſiſting of eight hundred 
panegyrics of ALL the women of the fifs | 
guiſhed by their valour, their talents, or 


| their virtues. But the pious eccleſiaſtie 
Has, in fact, only given us the panegyrics q 


and elaborate uvam her filter queen | 


ſexes, | 92 25 _ 


No ſmall number. But all muſt yield 
to the indefatigable Italian, Peter Paul 


language, a work intituled, © The im- 


. 6 110 * TOY 
A ler Bran . 100 * 50 oſta, '& 
Minim, publiſhed two volumes i in quan, 


pages, containing, as he. tells us, the 


teenth and ſixteenth centuries,” diſtin» 


of the carHOL IHC women of that period, 
He does not ſay a word, for example, of 
queen Elizabeth; but he has made a long 


Mary, who began her reign with ſhedding 
the blood of the amiable Jane Gray; and 
who, in the five years which ſhe ſat on 
the throne, devoted to the flames on ac- 
count of religion between fix and: ſeven 
hundred perſons, of all n ages, a 


+ 


The eulogies of chis ok pane · 


18 


gyriſt amount to a hundred and ſeventy». | 


de Ribera, who publiſhed in his own 


* ain 


* 


64 ee ; Telnmptes: and kerghs: Enter- 


many of the writers of thoſe times, men 


time, ſo many ſhining. princeſſes as then 
appeared in that-part of Europe. The 
courts of Naples, of Milan, of Mantua, 
of Parma, of Florence, and ſeveraF 
others, formed fo many ſchools of taſte, 


glory and of - talents. - The men diſtin- 
guiſhed themſelves by their addreſs in 
molt every one of theſe little courts was 


tation in liter ature. 


Lz F 


4 priſes of 0 hundred and forty-five 
% women.” It would certainly be diffi- 
cult to make a more eee collection. | 


Beſides theſe 5 compilations deck: 
cated to the honour of the hole ſex, 


of taſte and gallantry, addreſſed panegy- 
rics to individuals, to women who were 
the living ornaments of their age. This 
practice was moſt common in Italy, where 
every thing conſpired to favour it. The 
world perhaps had never ſeen, at ons 


between which reigned an emulation of 


war, or in love; the women, by their 
knowledge and accompliſhments. Al- 


the reſidence of ſome man. of * . 


*. 
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Ins a country, Bowewge 5 chi 


Forms only one great kingdom, or ſtate, 


men of genius are ſcarce; becauſe 2 4 


is only one capital, one court, a 
centre of luminaries. The diſtaß 12 


vinces have neither the ſame activity, nor 
the ſame taſte. But in a country like 


Italy, divided into a number of ſtates, 
and where almoſt every city is, a capital; 
the mind. gathers energy, and expands 
itſelf amazingly. - This was certainly one 
cauſe of the ſuperiority of che Italians 
to the reſt of Europe. What was their 


misfortune in politics, was Than rg ls 


arts and in letters. K ot ane 


Tote men of wit or genius attached | 


| themſelves to the celebrated women, the 


ornaments of the courts where they re- 


fided. Some of them, eſtimating human 
conditions only by the mind, and con» 


ceiving talents to be equal to all things, 
had even: the boldneſs to entertain the 


* Boccace Fa the court of Naples, ms. Ta at . 
court of Ferrara. 8 28 
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To Auen 00 adder refſed ticks: plans 
ſentiments, in verſe or in pode Others; 
who had imagination without feeling; 
ſubſtituted for paſſion the ſport of fancy; 
and, mingling with it the Platonic ideas 
which then prevailed, compoſed for thoſe 
princeſſes, in a metaphyſical ſtyle; re- 
ſpectful hymns WN the” noon * "ou 


negyrics. $6543 


But of all | the 1 panegyrics, or * 
tions of panegyrics, in honor of women, 
in, verſe, in profe, in ſermons, or in 
ſonnets, the moſt fingular, without ex- 

ception, is that which was publiſhed at 
Venice, in 1555, under the title of“ The 
Temple of the divine Seigniora Joan 
of Arrogan; erected in honour of 
6 her by all the greateſt wits, and in all 
the principal languages of the world.” 
She was one of the moſt extraordinary 
women of the ſixteenth century; and, 
married to a prince of the houſe of Co- 
lonna, was mother to Mark Anthony of 
Colonna, who ſignalized himſelf in the ; 
battle of TREE . e een © 


ES | This | 


the year 1551, in che academy of 


This ideal temple was . e wn dnl 
quence of a decree paſſed at Venice, in | 


. DoBz1osr. One of the members of that 
ſociety had conceived the notion of fuch | 
z deification; but the idea was too happy | 
not to be adopted by the body. They 
had only ene diſpute, which divided 
them much; viz. whether Joan of Ar- 
ragon ſhould poſſeſs alone the honours 
of the temple, or if they ſhould. aſſociate 
with that divinity. the marchioneſs de 
Guaſt her ſiſter, and no leſs. celebrated, 
But after mature deliberation. and many 1 
learned arguments on bath ſides, it ap- 
. peared to the academy, that two, divini- 
ties, two. ſovereigns, and two women 
would not much love to dwell together; 
it was therefore reſolved,. That the 
marchioneſs de Guaſt have ſeparate 
* worſhip ; and that Joan of Arragon, 
8 her ſiſter, remain in the ſole and ex. 
© cluſive. poſſeſſion of her altars. They 
next proceeded to the building of the 
temple ; and the Latin, Greek, Italia 
French, Spaniſh, Sclavonic, Belas ; 
Hungarian, Hebrew, Chaldaic, and maby } 


& 


e "I 116 2 
other Iangnages, r 


fabrication of that monument; one of © 1 


the moft extraordinary Wy ever e . 
try raiſed. to- W 1 | | 


SEC T1 0 * 1. 
The fubjea continued. A ns 


HE ſame foirit which-in that era gave 
birth ta ſo many panegyrics on wo- 
men, produced a number of books on the 
merit of the ſex in general. The impor- 
tant queſtion of the equality, or ſuperi- 
ority, of the ſexes was agitated: — and, 
during five hundred years, there was 2 
kind of literary combination for aſſigning 
che pre-crminencs to the women. 


At the need of that 3 was the 
famous Cornelius Agrippa; who, born 
at Cologn in 1486, ſtudied all the ſci- 
ences, embraced all conditions, travelled 
all countries; who bore arms with dif- 
tinction, and was after wards divine, doc- 
tor of law, doctor of phyſic; who com- 
mented on the Epiſtles af St. Paul in 
| England, 


Fiend, FOE lectures on the-phitoſes * 
pher's Stone at Turin, on divinity. | 
Pavia, and Kiſea- Piet m Switzer | 
land; who was ſueceſſively connected 
with three or four princes and princeſſes, | 
and was.only the more. unfortunate; who - 
bore injuries with courage, and Without 
complaining; who was twice in fetters; 
who was always wandering, becauſe: long 
ways guided by a warm and weak imagi. 
nation, - becauſe unfit either to be free 
or to be a flave; becauſe he could neither | 
_ endure poverty nor / dependence z and 
who, after having excited by turns, or 
at once, pity, admiration, and hate, died 
in France in the forty-ninth year of his 
age, loaded with 21 and 1 eſſed 
with misfortunes. 2 ES 58 


He had oublifhed; in 1509, his trea- 
tiſe © Of the Excellence of Women 
% above the Men.” He had then the | 
misfortune to pleaſe the famous Margarem 
of Auſtria, who governed the Low 
Countries. It is a pity that little eir- 

cumſtance ſhould have mingled itſelf with - 
fo gallant. a cauſe. The book is divided 


» 


P "> F into 
* 
* 
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hte aneh e and, in each WO 
ter, he demonſtrates the ſuperiority of 


the women by theological, phyſical, hiſ- 


torical, cabaliſtical, and moral proofs. 


He calls to his affiſtance feripture and 
fable, the hiſtorians, the poets, the civil 


and canon laws, eites 2 great deal more 
than he reaſons; and concludes with pro- 


teſting, that he had no human motive for 
writing but a ſenfe of duty; becauſe every 
man who knows the truth holds it in 


truſt, and e ſilence would be 


a crime. 


The ATP: on reading that work, 


muſt have confidered it as a robbery, ; 


which had been committed i irr their terri- 


tories by a native of Germany. But they 


ſoon reimburfed themſelves. Cardinal 


Pompceia Colonna, Portio, Lando, Do- 


menichi, Maggio, Bernado, Spina, and 
a great many others, all wrote on' the 
rern of women. R 


4 


But the moſt Mapa work on he fob 
ject is that of Ruſcelli. It appeared at 
Venice in 1552, Ruſcelli came after all 


the 
— ' « 0 
+ 
y — 


the manner in 1 W. had Fog | 

a cauſe ſo evident, he conceived». new | 

_ proofs, ſo poſitives: that henceforrh-th here | 
could not be the poſſibility of a doubt, | 
After having copied, criticiſed, and com: 
mented upon Agrippa, he throws in ſome 
ſublime ſpeculations of his own, and ens 
deavours to prove, that the contemplas 
tion of beauty alone tan render man 
happy on earth, and raiſe him din 
E e of the e. Pans 


Pr : 
* 


Such is the ſcope of Ruſcelli's J com- T 
poſition. But the effect of his reaſgning 
is deſtroyed by the confuſed impreſſun 
which is made on the mind of the reader, 
by the mixture of divinity and-Platoniſmy 
by blending through the whole the name 
of God and of woman; by placing Moſes } 

by the fide of Petrarch and of Dante; | 
and by giving in the ſame page, and exen 
in the ſame period, quotations from | 
Boccace and from St. Auguſtine, from 
Hamer and from St. Joh: 1 


7 5 


0 * my opinion, can exhibit. 

a truer picture than this performance 
does of the ſpirit of the ſixteenth cen- 

tury, particularly in Italy; where | the 
ſame man was or would be, in good 
carneſt, a lover, a devotee, a chriſtian,” "200 
a pagan, a divine, and a philoſoph er.. 
Perhaps even that extravagant combina- 
tion of ideas and of characters muſt ne- 
ceſſarily be found in a country, where we 
often meet with the ruins of a temple of 
Jupiter in the neighbourhood of a church, ; 
a ſtatue of St. Peter upon a column 5 | 
Trajan, and a Madona beſide an Apolio. 


pA 4 


It appears, that even ler Ruſeelli 

had written, there were ſtill infidels to 

perſuade, and that the work of conver- 

tion was not thought complete; for we 
find a great many future performances — 
publiſhed in Italy, in France, and in 
Spaing on 2 the ſame Sanden. ; 


In 1593, a libra Venedig al- 
ready mentioned, Mop Es TA DI Pozzo 
DI ZoRZEZI, maintained the ſuperiority "of". - | 
her ſex to ours. Her performance had 

great | 


— 


% 


and Excellence of Women, with the 


the fault of injuſtice to her; for ſhe had 


jealouſy. She died juſt as it was pub. 
| liſhed." The men, however, always viewed 


great e : 1 date Sr | 


her, what perhaps added to its celebrity 
was, that one might commend without 


with pleaſure thoſe kind of compoſitions 
by women. Pride, which conſtrues every 
thing to its own advantage, regarded as 
To many proofs of its pre- eminence, the 
very efforts which were made to demon- 
ſtrate its ee 1 bd 


Lucretia Marinella, another Venetian ; 
lady, ſupported the ſame cauſe. Her 
performance is intituled, * The Dignity 


<« Faults and Imperfections of Men.“ 
The men, at leaſt, will not be accuſed: of 


all the ſucceſs which beauty can give to 
genius. 


In 1628, yet another Italian perform- 
ance appeared upon *The Dignity of 
« Women.” The author of that bock 
was one Chriſtopher Bronzini. The 
work is in n and divided by Days. 

We 
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We may judge by the extent of his plan 
his diviſion is twenty - four Days. The 
eighth Day, in which nothing is treate 
of but marriage, occupies upwards of 
two hundred pages. Bronzini, in praiſe- 
ing the women, has aſſigned them no 
rank, and has left the TO of the 
ſexes unechdegs: 


But, in r a bopks mind ut 
which the controverſy was treated very 
prettily. The title of the piece was, 
«© Woman better than man; a: paradox, 
by James del Pozzo. It ſeems doubt= 
ful how far the women would be lattered 
with the ws ei To—_— | 

In Spain, in his Gteench century, 
John Spinoſa wrote a dialogue in praiſe 
of women. We may believe that he ex- 
tolled them with all the imagination of 
his country, and with all ths A ** 
his nn reer N n bY 


The W women were not les 


zealous than the Italian to ſupport the 
Vol !! honour 


[13 


7 
£ 
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: koiour of their fon A - queen a 
of Navarre, and firſt wife to Henry IV. 
by turns devout and gay, and more. ce. 


lebrated for the ſprightlineſs of her wit 
than the purity of her manners, under- 


took to prove, in a piece in the form of 


a letter, “that Woman. is much ſuperior 
© ta Man.” | 


Mademoiſelle de Gournay, who de- 
ſerved to be adopted by Montagne, wrote 
alſo upon her ſex; but, more modeſt, or 
more timid, ſhe confined her pretenſions, 
and was contented with equality. That 


modeſty however did not hinder Mary 


Schurman, — born at--Cologn, and who 
in her life-time had a prodigious: reputa- 
tion, — to ſay, after ſhe had read M. de 
Gournay's book in honour of her ſex, 
© I neither would nor dare approve all 
c that is contained in this performance. 


Yet, if any woman ever had a right to 
aſpire at the ſuperiority, it was perhaps 


that lady. She was a painter, muſician, 
engraver, ſculptor, philoſopher, geome- 


_ rrician, divine, and underſtood and 1982 
nine omen languages, 1 


5 
* * In 
* 
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man ; who ſhews that her Sex is more 
noble, more patriotic, more brave, 


. more een than that of man.” 


„ 


10 16697 4 ity publiched at 


e men ſurpaſs the Men.“ 
In 1673, a nerformance appeared in- 


« Sexes + Diſcourſes philoſophical - and 


« moral, in which are ſhewn the Im- 


* Judices.” 
tioned piece refuted himſelf, in a trea- 


reaſons feebly, as if afraid of refuting 
himſelf, and overturning his former 
blen. 


paris a book intituled, The illuſtrious 
« Dames; where, by good and ſtrong 
“% Reaſons, it is proved, | that the __ 2 


tituled, © The Equality of the two 
e portance of diveſting ourſelves of Pre- | 
| In 1675, the Author of the laſt-men- 


tiſe on The Excellency of Men, againſt 
* the Equality of the Sexes.” But he 


A 


8 this title eee ; 


% more learned, more virtuous, r- Th 
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of the — ors — © 
eſtabliſh it by GOOD and $VRE, reaſons 
In ſhort, that opinion, or that conte 
verſy, produced a kind of war amo 
writers otherwiſe obſcure, and gave birth 
to Diſſertations, to Anſwers, and to Ne. 
plies, now equally unknown: and it 
but juſt to remark, that few of them di 
ſerve to be read, and that the queſtion 
has not been properly treated in any @ 
them. Authority is always ſubſtituted 
for argument. Such pedants ſhould: be 
told, that twenty citations will not x maß 
A realon. 1 


